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- The Rev. Hiram Slowcome Always 


Reads The Herald 
He Wants the News 


Good-Morning, Brother John! 

Good-Morning, Jim! 

I have something to tell you about this morning, John. Since I 
have become a subscriber to THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, 
I have come to be greatly interested in the Christian Church and its 
plans and purposes, so last Sunday I went over and attended services 
at the Beechbark Christian Church, the Rev. Hiram Sloweome is the 
Pastor of the Church. I went early so as to be in time for Sunday- 
school; when I got in the neighborhood I met old Brother Smartweed 
and I asked him the time of the Sunday-school; ‘‘Wall’’, he said, ‘‘I 
reckon the time is ten o’clock, but nobody is in a hurry here so it is 
usually about eleven o’clock before we begin.’’ Well, I got to the 
Church about ten a. m., but nobody was there but the sexton, and I 
don’t believe he works much at his job as the floor had not been swept, 
the chairs on the rostrum were topsy-turvy, and the seats looked like 
they had not been dusted for six months. I asked him if he were a 
member of the Church; he reckoned he was, he said his name had been 
on the roll ‘‘nigh unto twenty year’’. I asked him if he took THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, and he said ‘‘take what?’’ Then 
I said, ‘‘THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY,”’ he said, ‘‘I never 
heard of it’’. I asked him if he knew Dr. Kerr or Dr. Burnett or 
Dr. Denison, but he said he had never heard of them. 

Then came in Superintendent William Slowtop, and I asked him if 
his school took the Bible Class Quarterlies, he said no, they had no 
use for them as the Bible was good enough for their school, that they 
all read out of the Bible. I asked him if they had any Sunday-school 
papers, and he said a man by the name of Cook had sent them some 
free this quarter, and he guessed that as long as they could get them 
free they would take them. I said ‘‘do you know we have a Christian 
Publishing House at Dayton, that publishes Christian Literature for the 
Sunday-sechools’’? He said he had heard about it once at Conference 
when a preacher by the name of Burnett spoke and said he lived there. 
About ten-thirty o’clock, nearly a dozen old folks, two small boys, and 
three little girls had come in and School opened. There were three 
classes, one for the men, one for the women, and one for the children. 
When Sunday-school was half out, in came the Pastor, the Rev. Hiram 
Sloweome. They sang a hymn and closed the School. 

About eleven o’clock the Rev. Slowecome began his sermon, his sub- 
ject was ‘‘The Fall of Man’’, he preached clear through the Bible and 
back again. After the sermon I asked him if he read THE HERALD 
and he said, yes, that it was a daily in his home town, and he always 
wanted the news. 


The Christian Publishing Association 
0. W. Whitelock, Manager 




















(19) 739 


Rev. L. E. Dull, Maple Rapids, Michigan, of their 
coming. 
Rev. L. E. DULL, President. 
Mrs. CLARA BLANK, Secretary, 
St. Johns, Michigan. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


Tne twenty-third annual session of the Illinois 
Christian Conference will be held with the Richland 
Church, south of Boyleston, Illinois, August 23-28, 
1927. The first session will convene at 7:30 p. m. 
Tuesday. 

Those coming by rail, purchase tickets to Boyles- 
ton, and notify Pastor Chas. Chitty, West Salem, 
Illinois. CeciIL LEEK, Secretary. 

Albany, Indiana, 





WESTERN IOWA CONFERENCE 


The Western Iowa Christian Conference will meet 
in its annual session August 21-25, with the Wheelers 
Grove Christian Church, near Carson, Iowa. Mertie 
Hughes is church clerk. 

JESSE M. KAUFFMAN, Conference President. 

Madrid, Iowa. 
RUE BURNELL, Conference Secretary, 
rient, lowa. 





SOUTHWESTERN WEST VIRGINIA 
CONFERENCE 


The thirty-eighth session of the Southwestern West 
Virginia Christian Conference will meet with the 
First Christian Church at Racine, West Virginia, on 
Coal River, September 8-11, 1927. 

We hope to have a large delegation from all the 
churches and visitors from other conferences. Any- 
one coming on C. & O. train, will get off at Marmet 
and take taxi to Racine. 

CHARLES SYDENSTRICKER, President, 
Kingston, West Virginia. 
A. A. MONTAGUE, Secretary, 
Box 54, Quincy, West Virginia. 


EEL RIVER CONFERENCE 


The eighty-fourth annual session of the Eel tiver 
Christian Conference will convene on Monday eve- 
ning at 7:30 p. m., August 15, 1927, in the Chris- 
tian Temple at Winona Lake, Indiana, and remain in 
session until Sunday afternoon, August 21. All 
ministers and delegates are requested to be present 
at the opening session and remain until the close of 
the conference. 

R. W. Pace, President, 

Bluffton, Indiana. 
SAMUEL FRANTZ, Secretary, 
North Manchester, Indiana. 





EASTERN KANSAS CONFERENCE 


The fifty-seventh annual session of Eastern Kansas 
Christian Conference, will convene on August 28-31, 
1927, at 11 p. m., at the Elm City Christian Church 
at Elm, Kansas. This is on the Missouri Pacific 
railroad. A cordial invitation is extended to all. 
Parties coming on train notify the clerk, Miss 
Jennie Waugh, Edna, Kansas, R. R. 2, and purchase 
your ticket to Elm, Kansas. 

Miss JENNIE WAUGH, clerk, 
Edna, Kansas. 
F. N. VINING, pastor, 
Edna, Kansas. 





MIAMI OHIO CONFERENCE 


This year’s session of the Miami Ohio Christian 
Conference will be held in the Walnut Hills Christian 
Church, from August 31 to September 4, 1927. A 
board meeting will be held at 1:30 p. m. after which 
the one hundredth ninth session of the Conference 
will be opened by President A. E. Kemp. Rev. D. G. 
Pleasant will have charge of the music, and the 
conference theme will be, ‘‘The Kingdom.” 

Rev. A. W. Hirby is pastor of the church and any 
inquiries concerning entertainment should be ad- 
dressed to him at 312 Edgar Ave., Dayton, Ohio. 

S. M. Woops, Conference Secretary. 

West Milton, Ohio. 


INDIANA MIAMI RESERVE CONFERENCE 


The seventy-fifth annual session of the Indiana 
Miami Reserve Christian Conference will convene on 
Monday evening, August 29, 1927, at the Whetstone 
Church, four miles south of Anderson, Indiana. 

Notice of amendment of Constitution: 

To Whom It May Concern: A vote will be taken 
at the seventy-fifth annual session of the Indiana 
Miami Reserve Christian Conference to amend 
Article VI of Constitution of said conference to read 
as follows: 

The regular annual meeting of this conference 
shall be held, beginning on Monday evening at 7:30 
o’clock after the fourth Sunday of August of each 
year. The conference year shall begin September 1, 
and all reports shall cover all operations from Sep- 
tember 1 to September 1. 

J. WESLEY STEWART, Secretary of Conference. 
Anderson, Indiana. 
















Ten Days or a Thousand 


An Invaluable Investment 


ROM a gathering of approximately one hundred persons 
f the SUMMER SCHOOLS of the Christian Church have 
grown until this year there are ten schools with a pros- 
pective enrollment of one thousand young people, ministers, 
and laymen. 


What an investment for the Christian Church and those at- 
tending these schools—these seven to ten days of worshiping, 
working, playing, and living together! What would a thou- 
sand days—the span of a FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE 
COURSE—wmean to such groups? 


YOUNG PEOPLE—We covet for you and invite you to such an ex- 


perience. 
Defiance College 


Defiance, Ohio 























Pure Food or Poison! 


Do you care which your folks eat? 


I suppose there would be no question at all about the value of pure household 
food in an American family. The singular thing is that many families are very 
careful about the food they eat and utterly reckless about the literature they read; 
careful about the food they supply their children and utterly reckless about the 
magazines, books, and papers which get into their children’s hands. The current 
revelations as to the literature on sale in the news stands all over the country are 
appalling. If these revelations mean anything, they ought to mean a new appre- 
ciation of the importance of Christian literature, especially periodical literature. I 
do not see how our churches and families can possibly be at their best without it. 
—Bishop William F. McDowell. 


What are you doing to convince your folks that 
you care whether they eat Pure Food or Poison? 


Urge them to take The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
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MEMORIAL TO FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


"THE memorial erected by the Southern Christian Convention to the 

formal organization of the Christian Church in America at the site of 
the Old Lebanon Church, Surry County, Virginia, and dedicated July 7, 
1927. Friends of the Christian Church will be interested in reading the 
addresses of Dr. W. A. Harper and Dr. J. QO. Atkinson, delivered on this 
historic occasion. See pages four and five. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


Rev. B. A. Kaufman and family together 
with some friends from Vaughnsville, Ohio, 
visited the Publishing House last week. 
Brother Kaufman is the energetic pastor of 
our church in Vaughnsville. 

Miss Martha Denison is spending a few 
weeks in Dayton with her parents, Dr. and 
Mrs. Warren H. Denison, before taking up 
her work as assistant director of religious 
education at the Oak Park Congregational 
Church of Chicago. 

Crown Point, Dayton, Rev. Clark A. 
Denison pastor, has just purchased another 
lot, giving them three on which to erect a 
commodious church plant at some future 
date when they have grown up to it. Under 
the leadership of Mr. and Mrs. Denison, 
this church continues to make substantial 
progress along many lines. 

For five weeks, closing July 3, our church 
at Bangor, Maine, Rev. Donald P. Hurlburt 
pastor, united with about ten other churches 
of Bangor and Brewer in union evangelistic 
meetings, in which Rev. William A. Sunday 
was the evangelist. The churches were 
deeply stirred and an increased interest is 
manifested in all of the church work. 

Rev. Stanley C. Harrell, of Durham, 
North Carolina, has been chosen to succeed 
Dr. Jas. H. Lightbourne as chairman of the 
Board of CW¥istian Education of the South- 
ern Christian Convention. Brother Light- 
bourne’s resignation was made necessary 
by his acceptance of the pastorate at Troy, 
Qhio, where he will begin his work Sep- 
tember 1. 

The seven Christian Churches of Dayton 
and vicinity held their annual get-together 
at Sinclair Park on the afternoon and eve- 
ning of July 31. Mr. O. S. Walker, of First 
Church, was in general charge of the mect- 
ing, and Mr. D. W. Mikesell presided at 
the vesper service which was addressed hy 
Brother Hermon Eldredge, of the Christian 
Education Department. 

Rev. L. D. Hammond, of Farmland, In- 
diana, has tendered his resignation. though 
we have not yet learned what field he has 
accepted. Brother Hammond is one of our 
very active pastors and has done much con- 
structive work at Farmland which has won 
for him a very strong following and lasting 
regard. We trust that some other at- 
tractive field will open to him at once. 

A very profitable quarterly session of the 
Eastern Indiana Conference was held with 
the Portland, Indiana, Church, Rev. H. R. 
Ferner pastor. The attendance and inter- 
est were good, as were also the discussions, 
the main theme being “Learning for Chris- 
tian Life and Service”. The Portland 
people have the repairs on their church 
building just about completed and will re- 
dedicate in the near future. 


A very successful Daily Vacation Bible 
School was conducted at the Old South 
Church, Haverhill, Massachusetts, during 
the four weeks of July. A splendid pro- 





gram was rendered Friday evening, July 
29, as a closing service. Of the six schools 
conducted in the city, this one was the 
largest, with 187 enrolled; and Miss Mar- 
guerite Youmans, the principal, is to be con- 
gratulated upon its success. 

Rev. J. F. Seagrave, of Losantville, In- 
diana, has been appointed secretary of the 
Eastern Indiana Conference to fill the un- 
expired term of Rev. M. W. Butler, who re- 
signed the position when he became the pas- 
tor of the Gulph Mills, Pennsylvania, 
Church. It is requested that all mail re- 
lating to the business of that conference 
should be addressed either to the president, 
Rev. A. M. Addington, Winchester, Indiana, 


- or to the present secretary. 


The editorial and business management 
offices have been pained to know that one 
of the most faithful workers for The Her- 











IHREE ministers were ordained at the 

recent session of the Ontario Christian 
Conference. Reading from left to right, 
they are: Rev. W. G. Fletcher, Rev. B. W. 
Morton, and Rev. L. S. Paisley. Brother 
Fletcher is the second son of Dr. W. P. 
Fletcher, and is pastor of the Hyde Park 
Christian Church of Brooklyn, while pur- 
suing his studies at Union Theological 
Seminary. Brother Morton is a graduate of 
Toronto University, and he and his wife are 
now home on furlough; but in September 
they will return to Porto Rico, where for 
several years they have served as missionaries 
of the Christian Church. Brother Paisley, 
who recently graduated from McMaster 
University, is the president of the Young 
People's Congress of the Ontario Conference 
and is to be associated with Rev. E. Morton, 
pastor of the Central Field of that conference. 





ald in our entire brotherhood suffered a 
very serious accident a few weeks ago in 
which her limb was broken and which was 
followed by a very serious illness—Mrs. 
Hanford Pearson, of the Troy Church. For 


many years Mrs. Pearson has, largely 
through her own tireless effort, maintained 
a larger list of subscribers for both The 
Herald and Christian Missionary at Troy 
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than comes from any other one individual 
worker. She has kept Troy at or near the 
top of the list all of this time. In a very 
personal way we appreciate her service and 
deeply sympathize with her in her suffering, 
but are glad to report that she is now safe- 
ly recovering. 

Miss Marguerite Garman, daughter of 
our missionaries in Japan, Rev. and Mrs, 
Clark P. Garman, visited the Publishing 
House last week. Miss Garman, who has 
just finished her sophomore year at De- 
fiance College, is visiting among her numer- 
ous friends in the Miami Valley before re- 
turning to her school work. We are glad 
to learn that she has almost entirely re- 
covered from the accident to her ankle 
which occurred just before commencement. 

In this issue we give the first of a series 
of four Craigville stories from the pen of 
Rev. Frank H. Gardner, the author of many 
“Teddy Bear” stories which have appeared 
from time to time in The Herald. Brother 
Gardner received his inspiration to write 
these “yarns” while attending the summer 
school at Craigville, and while we are sure 
they will be appreciated by all of our 
younger readers, they will be of special in- 
terest to those who are acquainted with that 
New England country, whose sandy shores 
are lapped by the waves of “old ocean”. 

Our church at Cairo, Ohio, Northwestern 
Ohio Conference, under the leadership of its 
pastor, Rev. Frank J. Wright, recently 
closed a splendid Daily Vacation Bible 
School with an enrollment of 105. The 
school continued for two weeks, and each 
Friday was known as Mission Day, at 
which time the children were asked to 
bring an offering for missions from money 
which they had actually earned themselves, 
rather than asking it from their parents. 
The offering amounted to $8.41, and the 
value of such practical teaching to the chil- 
dren cannot be measured. 


Rev. Alfred W. Hurst is doing summer 
school work at Chicago University in 
special preparation for his new undertaking 
as president of Palmer College. He has 
just completed a course in “College Admin- 
istration” under Chancellor Capen, of the 
University of Buffalo, and another in “Fi- 
nancial Administration of Higher Institu- 
tions” under Prof. Floyd W. Reeves, of the 
School of Education at the University of 
Kentucky. During the present term his 
work will all be in the Divinity School. He 
completes the course in time to begin his 
work at Palmer September 1. 

Miss Pattie Coghill is back in Dayton 
after attending the Elon College Summer 
School, where she was associated with Miss 
Lucy M. Eldredge in the young people’s 
section. She will complete her work in 
Daytcn with the Christian Education De- 
pa:tment September 1. For the past six 
months she has served the department in 
the capacity of office secretary, and we hate 
to have her leave us; but the Board of Re- 
ligious Education of the Southern Chris- 

(Continued on page eighteen) 
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The Faith of Belief 


T is unfortunate that in common parlance the term “Faith” has always stood so largely for intellec- 
tual belief, and so often for those forms of intellectual belief which have nothing to do with the 
vital processes of life. There are and always have been innumerable tenets of “faith” that are little 

more than mental concepts. The holding of any of them does not make one particle of difference in 
the individual’s life. They are not the mainsprings of action, and have nothing whatever to do with 
conduct or character. Men and women are alike Christian in their motives and activities whether they 
hold to the one or to the other of them. We need only to look about us to see among the followers of 
Christ those who are equally beautiful and equally serviceable in their lives even though they hold 
doctrines which are in direct conflict with each other. Such may well be called the faith of belief; for 
it is wholly in the intellectual processes and has practically nothing whatever to do with the motiva- 
tions of life. And now it is of tremendous significance to us to note the fact that most if not all of 
the divisions of Protestantism have had their origin in this class of beliefs—the class that has little 
or nothing at all to do with the making of conduct or character. 


HAT is the reason why we can see no real difference in the members of our various denomina- 

tions. The things on which they differ do not reach down into the controlling motives of their 
lives. The beliefs which divide them and send them each to their separate places of worship—where- 
in beliefs have anything whatever to do with the matter—are not the beliefs which in any way touch 
and change the springs of conduct. Hence by their lives no man can tell the difference between them— 
whether they be Methodists, Presbyterians, Disciples, Baptists, or what not. Each group may feel 
that they have some very important beliefs or practices which the others do not have—but just com- 
mon honesty forces them to admit that these beliefs and practices which seem so important to them 
make no vital difference whatever in the kind of Christian life which they live. There is not one type 
of Christian character which is distinctively Methodist and another which is distinctively Baptist and 
another which is distinctively Congregationalist, and so on. Honesty, truthfulness, purity, generosity, 
love, forgiveness, and all of the other Christian virtues, are absolutely undenominational—identical in 
whatever church you find them, and as typical of the one as they are of the others. And it is high 
time that the followers of Jesus Christ had the courage to face the fact that the things over which they 
divide into their various churches will not make a particle of difference to the life of the community in 
which they live. It would be just as Christian, just as wholesome, just as morally elevated, under any one 
set of denominational beliefs as it would be under any other set of denominational beliefs. 


W* may feel that the various churches—at least our own!—have distinctive beliefs which are worth 
perpetuating as distinctive denominational tenets, distinctive beliefs which are worth keeping 
up separate churches in the community to perpetuate and keep alive. But we should not deceive our- 
selves into believing that these beliefs will make any difference whatever to the life of the community. 
Folks will live just as honestly and just as purely and just as loyally to Jesus Christ under other de- 
nominations as they will under our own. So let us keep our differences of opinion if we will, and 
divide over them if we must; but let us be fair enough and honest enough to admit that our denomi- 
national differences are in that class of beliefs which do not make a particle of difference in the type 
of life and service which is given to our Lord and Master. 

—Alva Martin Kerr, in The Ohio Christian News. 































E mean several things. 
W This stone is meant to signify 
that before the days of the Ameri- 
can Revolution on this sacred spot there 
stood a meetinghouse near the highway 
that passed from Petersburg to Smithfield, 
Suffolk, and Norfolk and that the Word of 
God was here preached to the assembled 


rural populace who reccgnized and appre-, 


ciated the value of worship and of the 
Christian way of life. 

This stone also signifies the organization 
here on August 5, 1794, of the first native 
democratic church on the American conti- 
nent. It is true that there were churches 
congregationally governed in America prior 
to the historic action that was taken at this 
place in 1794. The Congregationalists were 
numerous in New England and the Baptists 
and Quakers had strength in these parts, as 
well as elsewhere in the American colonies, 
but these churches had arisen in the Old 
World and had been imported here. Nor 
had they arisen out of an essential aspira- 
tion for democracy of the spirit. Thci- 
origins were essentially doctrinal and gov- 
ernmental. They had bearing, it is true, 
upon the great issues involved in spiritual 
democracy, but that had not been their in- 
itiatory motive. 

Perhaps it will not be amiss to state 
briefly the historical events that led to the 
organization of this first indigenous spirit- 
ually democratic society on American soil. 
In order to do this it will be necessary to 
speak of a great spiritual movement led 
by John Wesley in the Church of England. 
The Church of England was the Estab- 
lished Church; its priesthood was corrupt; 
and the laity were without the religious 
experience which must always undergird a 
truly spiritual life. John Wesley became 
convinéed that none could be saved without 
holiness, and he began the organization of 
societies for the improvement of the spirit- 
ual life through the study of the Bible and 
the practice of experimental religion that 
even against the powerful opposition of the 


clergy wrought a general revival of the 
spiritual life throughout England. The 
ministers of these societies were lay 


preachers, men who had enjoyed a personal 
experience of God, men of devout and con- 
secrated piety, men of evangelistic zeal and 
fervor, who swept like a conflagration 
throughout the Church of England and set 
the land on fire with religious enthusiasm. 

In 1766 two of these Methodist lay 
preachers, Embury and Strawbridge emi- 
grated to America. Five years later John 
Wesley dispatched Francis Asbury to look 
after his societies in the New World. Rev. 
Robert Williams, in 1772, landed in Norfolk 
and became the first Methodist preacher in 
the State of Virginia, preaching his first 
sermon from the old courthouse door in 
Portsmouth. The time was ripe for a 





What Mean Ye by This Stone? 


BY W. A. HARPER, LL. D. 


spiritual revival and Methodism immediate- 
ly took strong hold on the Southern colon- 
ists, being particularly strong in Virginia 
and North Carolina. 

Early in the history of the Methodist 
Church in this country James O’Kelly came 
under the influence of the lay preachers. He 
was a deeply pious man and greatly 
troubled over his spiritual condition. With 
open Bible, as he prayed, a great peace 
came over his soul, and the conviction 
dawned upon him that he must be a spokes- 
man for Jesus Christ. On January 2, 1775, 
more than a year before the American 
Revolution, he became a Methodist lay 
preacher. 

We must keep in mind two important 
things in order to understand the situation 
in which the Methodist adherents, both in 
the ranks of the membership and of the 
preaching order, found themselves at this 
time. The first of these has already been 
suggested in connection with the purpose 
Mr. Wesley had in mind in founding his so- 
cieties. Mr. Wesley lived and died a loyal 
and devoted member of the Church of Eng- 
land. He had no thought of establishing 
a new church, nor of raising up a new 
order of ministers in opposition to the 
priests and rectors of the Church of Eng- 
land. His desire was to quicken the spirit- 
MAAC AA. 


WHO ARE THE BLIND? 


HO are the blind? 

The Homers, Miltons, and their kind 
In darkness sealed, 
Who sense the lyric truth concealed 
And beauty furled 
Within the wrappings of the world? 
Or we with eyes, 
Who see but stuff of weight and size? 
Who are the blind? 


Who are the blind? 

The beggars by the road who find 
The golden light, 

Because they know their hapless plight, 
And beg and pray, 

As Bartimaeus did that day? 

Or we, indeed, 

Sight dazzled, with no sense of need? 


Who are the blind? 


Who are the blind? 
The dark of eye? 
The dark of soul? 
There is the blindness of the mole 
With covered eyes, 
And of the staring moth that flies 
Into the flame. 
No light, misuse, are much the same. 
Who is not blind? 

—John Calvin McCoy, in The 


Presbyterian Advance. 


The dark of mind? 
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ual life of the Established Church and to 
achieve this purpose through the study of 
God’s Word and the practice of experi- 
mental religion. His lay preachers, there- 
fore, genuine prophets though they were of 
the Lord and owned of the Holy Spirit 





through the converts they had won to new- 
ness of life in Christ, were not permitted to 
perform the sacraments nor administer any 
of the ordinances of the Church. This oc- 
casioned no inconvenience so long as there 
were regularly ordained ministers of the 
Established. Church convenient to admin- 
ister the sacraments and perform the ordi- 
nances of religion. 

The second fact we must keep in mind is 
that the preachers of the Church of Eng- 
land were not in sympathy with the politi- 
cal aspirations of the American colonists. 
When the Revolutionary War broke out, 
these preachers, for the most part, returned 
to England, and the few who remained al- 
most to a man went into hiding. The mem- 
bers of the Wesleyan Societies were spirit- 
ual-minded men and women who had had a 
personal experience of God and who highly 
valued the ministrations of the Church. 
They wanted their children baptized by 
ministers. They were anxious that their 
members should be married and their dead 
buried by ministers, and they felt par- 
ticularly destitute in their spiritual life be- 
cause they were not privileged to enjoy the 
Lord’s Supper. 

As early as 1772, because of the dissolute 
life and character of some of the ministers 
of the Established Church, there was an 
agitation to qualify the Methodist lay 
preachers for the performance of the ordi- 
nances of the Church. So long, however, as 
regularly ordained ministers were available 
to perform these services, the matter did 


not come to an open demand. The Revolu- 
tionary War precipitated the issue and 
made this final step inevitable. It was a 


practical way of settling a critical situation, 
and necessity forced these spiritually de- 
vout Christian men and women to take the 
step they did. Be it always said to their 
honor and credit, they did not act hastily. 
At the Leesburg Conference in 1778, the 
matter of qualifying the Methodist lay 
preachers to administer the sacraments was 
a burning issue. They voted, however, to 
take an additional year to think the matter 
over and appointed the conference to be 
held at Old Brokenback Chapel, near Pal- 
myra, in Fluvanna County, Virginia, on 
May 18, 1779, as the time when this issue 
would finally be disposed of. 

At this time, Francis Asbury was in re 
tirement in the home of Judge White in 
Delaware. Francis Asbury was a Tory in 
his sympathies and was such a believer in 
the English Government that he never be- 
came an American citizen. He was, there- 
fore, opposed to the evident intention of the 
Methodist lay preachers to undertake the 
performance of the ordinances. He was, no 
doubt, sincere in his attitude and consistent, 
not only because he believed in a monarch- 
ical form of political government and an 
Episcopal form of church government, but 
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also because he saw such action on the part 
of the Methodist lay preachers would be in 
opposition to Mr. Wesley’s fundamental 
purpose in the organization of his societies 
and that such action must eventually lead 
to the organization of a new church. Mr. 
Asbury, therefore, assembled a private con- 
ference in April of 1779 at the home of 
Judge White. This conference was attended 
by eleven lay preachers, among them Wil- 
liam Watters, said to be the first native 
lay preacher of Methodism in America. At 
this conference Mr. Asbury caused action 
to be taken against the impending’ decision 
of the Methodist lay preachers soon to meet 
in Fluvanna County to decide the issue as 
to the performance of the ordinances, and 
he dispatched William Watters to convey to 
the conference that was scheduled to as- 
semble at Old Brokenback Chapel on May 
18, 1779, the opposition of this group to the 
action which he was sure would be taken. 

Nevertheless, the Fluvanna Conference 
voted to qualify the Methodist lay preachers 
to perform the ordinances of the Church, 
appointed a presbytery, consisting of Philip 
Gatch, James Foster, LeRoy Cole, and 
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Reuben Ellis, .first to administer the ordi- 
nances to themselves, second to authorize 
any other preacher or preachers approved 
by them, by the laying on of hands to ad- 
minister the ordinances. They gave as their 
reason for this action: “Because the epis- 
copal establishment is now dissolved, and 
therefore, in almost all the circuits the 
members are without the ordinances, we be- 
lieve it to be our duty”. Eighteen Method- 
ist lay preachers were duly ordained at this 
time. The immortal list reads as follows: 
Isham Tatum, Charles Hopkins, Nelson 
Reed, Reuben Ellis, Philip Gatch, Thomas 
Morris, James Morris, James Foster, John 
Major, Andrew Yeargin, Henry Willis, 
Francis Peythress, John Sagman, LeRoy 
Cole, Carter Cole, James O’Kelly, William 
Moore, Samuel Roe. This was the real be- 
ginning of the Methodist Church in Ameri- 
ca; and but for the injection later into the 
movement of the monarchical ideas of 
Francis Asbury, there would never have 
been a Christian Church on this continent, 
nor a Methodist Protestant Church. 
(To be concluded) 


To Religious Liberty 


BY REV. J. 0. ATKINSON, D. D. 


An Address Delivered July 7, 1927, in Presenting the Memorial 
on the Site of the Old Lebanon Church 


HE dearest possession of man is lib- 
T erty—liberty to plan, to purpose, and 

to pursue! Dear because it means so 
much, dear because it has cost so much. 
Patrick Henry gave utterance to the uni- 
versal mind and to the desire of all brave 
souls when he said, “Give me liberty or give 
me death.” This has been the struggle of 
man through all the ages, to have liberty 
though purchased at the price of blood and 
death. That which we obtain too cheaply 
Wwe esteem too lightly. This is why man 
has had to purchase liberty at such a price. 
Heaven knows how to set a proper price 
upon its goods, and it would be strange 
indeed if so celestial an article as liberty 
(liberty of life and of conscience) should 
not be highly rated. 

We are met here today to celebrate an 
achievement in religious liberty. We are 
here to do honor to a name and an event, 
Whose effort was for liberty—liberty to 
plan, to purpose, and to pursue. 

On this sacred spot, one hundred thirty- 
hree years ago, a man dared stand up in 
an ecclesiastical council and move _ that 
enceforth and forever all party and sec- 
arian names that restrict men and women 
n their thinking and in their acting, be dis- 
arded, and that the name “Christian” be 
Rdopted; and that all the creeds of man 
which bind and limit the thoughts of man 
be thrown into the discard; and that the 
Bible, the Word of God, be adopted as an 
ll sufficient creed. This, too, was the uni- 
ersal mind finding expzession in one hu- 
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man voice and the cry of a heart that was 
oppressed for that liberty that gives life. “I 
am the truth,” said he who came to set the 
captive free. “Ye shall know the truth and 
the truth shall make you free.” Jesus the 
Christ came to the world to liberate the 
mind and the conscience of mankind and to 
make all men free in him. “For, if I be 
lifted up, I will draw all men unto me.” If 
we exalt Jesus Christ and fix cur eyes and 
affections on him we will be drawn closer 
together in the tie of sacred fellowship and 
brotherly love. It is not the mind of God, 
but the cruelty of man, that enslaves and 
takes away human freedom and _ liberty. 
For as we become the sons of God, we be- 
come free indeed. 

We have come a long way since the days 
of Rev. Rice Haggard and Rev. James 
O’Kelly. We have climbed to higher heights 
TRWKKKK  oWWWWWW hh hhh 


BE PATIENT! 


hing those who sit and watch at night, 
And look to God alone for strength, 

There will arise, | know, at length 

A foregleam of eternal light. 


The morning does not hesitate; 

The glory of its hour is fixt, 

The sorrow has béen strangely mixt 
In all our lives. There is no fate 


That can retard the coming day. 

Be patient! In his perfect time 

God's purpose will unfold sublime— 

And light and joy shall have their way. 
—Marcus Bach. 
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and come closer to God. For the doors of 
churches were closed to these men and they 
were excluded from pulpits and congrega- 
tions, consigned to the hell of scorn and 
rebellion in their day for no greater crime 
than that of claiming the right of appeal 
from a bishop’s decision, and the right of 
laymen to have a voice and a vote in church 
polity and government. The American 
colonists had won their civil liberty at the 
point of the sword. The conflict, the war- 
fare for religious liberty, was no less in- 
tense, terrific, and desperate than the con- 
flict for civil liberty. To this day O’Kelly 
and his compeers, heroes of a bitter and 
yet a most noble struggle, are little known 
in history and little esteemed, because he 
and his did not write history. They made 
history. 

“A thousand forests,” says Emerson, “are 
created by one acorn, and the seed of an em- 


* pire was one day in the heart of one man.” 


Following this figure, we may believe that 
every institution on earth is but the length- 
ened shadow of one individual; every re- 
form was once a private opinion. Every 
revolution had its origin in one individual 
mind. 

Movements which effect millions had 
their origin with some one person. We 
bring our trophies of admiration and re- 
spect today and lay them on the spot where 
the history of the future was abbreviated 
in one individual and a movement that in- 
volved millions found beginning in one 
event. We do well to honor such a mah 
and such an event, for out of their hearts 
were the issues of life. We honor ourselves 
in commemorating this event, because by 
this deed today we show our love of liberty, 
our devotions to freedom, and our consecra- 
tion to the noblest cause of the human 
heart. And the same liberty we claim for 
ourselves, if we are right-minded men and 
women, we will accord to others. The liber- 
ty of conscience is a right and a duty that 
should be accorded to and exercised by all. 

It was out of tears, sorrow, and anguish 
that religious liberty and Christian democ- 
racy were given to the world. Verily it is 
the pearl of great price, for brave men and 
righteous have always been willing to sell 
all that they had and buy it. In the spirit 
of religious liberty, of Christian tolerance, 
and of brotherly love this memorial has 
been erected and is today presented for un- 
veiling and for dedication. It stands as a 
memo-ial to the fact that every man is ac- 
countable to God, and may face God with 
his own conscience, his own beliefs, and his 
own convictions, and not be hindered there- 
in by other men. It stands as a memorial 
to the fact that every man has a right to 
interpret the Word of God for himself, and 
that the layman, as well as the minister, 
may be, and in the sight of Ged is, both 
king and high priest in the governing of his 
own soul and in his attitude to his God. 
This memorial is presented and is dedicated 
to the eternal fact, and the undying truth, 
that men are one in Christ Jesus, and that 
in him is the truth and that he is the light 
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of the world. This is the truth that makes 
us free and this is the light that brightens 
the way and enables us to walk daily with 
our faces toward God. This memorial is 
erected and is dedicated to the eternal truth 
that Jesus Christ is himself a _ sufficient 
Savior and Redeemer, and that his name is 
and should be above every name; and that, 
however, widely we may differ in our private 
views and opinions as to modes and methods 
and creeds, we are yet brethren and sisters 
in him. The Christian world has all too 
long held to names, modes, and practices 
that divide. This memorial is erected in 
memory of that which unites. 


One day this marble will crumble to its 
native element, and even its bronze tablet 
will corrode; yea, even every sign and token 
of this day and this memorial will pass 
away and be forgotten. But never, so long 
as time shall last and while the endless ages 
roll, will the Principles for which James 
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O’Kelly and Rice Haggard wrought and 
labored and died, be forgotten. They will 
never perish from the earth. For they are 
the embodiment of, and the answer to, the 
prayer of our Lord in John 17:21—“That 
they all may be one in us; that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me”. These 
principles of religious liberty and Christian 
tolerance are the gift of God, and they are 
the voice of God, which today find utterance 
in the fraternity of a fast uniting Christen- 
dom. It is in honor of the champions of 
an immortal cause and in memory of these 
undying Principles I respectfully present 
this memorial, a memorial which may now 
be unveiled, a memorial erected to the love 
of Christian liberty, to the union of all fol- 
lowers of Christ everywhere and of every 
name, to the fatherhood of Almighty God, 
and to the fraternity of the human race un- 
der the one name of “Christian” and the 


“one Lord and Leader Jesus the Christ, the 


world’s only hope and man’s only Redeemer. 


Prayer 


BY REV. A. M. THOMAS 


none so nearly covers the entire re- 

lationship of God and man as the 
medium of communion. Men oftentimes 
hesitate to pray to God because of their 
many afflictions and, feeling the unbearable 
weight of trouble and sorrows, they cry out, 
“What shall I do?” 

James, a servant of God, answers the 
question, saying, “Is any among you suffer- 
ing? Let him pray.” Israel cried to 
Pharaoh and were sent to more bitter bond- 
age, to make bricks without straw. Israel 
cried to Jehovah, and he brought them forth 
with a mighty hand and an outstretched 
arm. Behold, all the day long had he 
stretched his hand to a disobedient and 
gainsaying people. That hand is still out- 
stretched, and with a mighty arm will he 
deliver when the oppressed, cry unto him, 
and not to human gcvernments. The poor 
cannot get a hearing down here, but they 
can up there. The more a man possesses, 
the more attentively the world listens to 
him; but the more a man needs, the more 
attentively God listens to him (James 5:4). 

The psalmist tells us “to commit thy way 
unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he 
shall bring it to pass”. The word here 
translated “commit” literally means “rv”. 
To commit our way to him is to roll it upon 
him, leave its direction and protection to 
him. Having done this, our way will be so 
near his that he can hear our faintest whis- 
per when we call unto him. 

We must know him before we can commit 
ourselves unto him, and this is possible only 
through a study of the Word. If our delight 
is in him, our prayer will be for himself; 
and he is always ready to give himself. And 
with himself he will grant every other de- 
sire of our hearts. “If ye abide in me and 
my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye 


(): all Christian virtues and privileges, 


will, and it shall be done unto you.” To 
abide in Christ is to continue in living union 
with him, to bear the same relation to him 
that the healthy fruit-bearing branch 
bears to the vine. The branch has no in- 
dependent life of its own. Its sap and 
vigor come from the vine. Its leaves, buds, 
blossoms, and fruit are all the product of 
the life of the vine in it. So we abide in 
Christ in so far as we have no independent 
life of our own; that is, in so far as we do 
not seek to have any thoughts, plans, feel- 
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WHEN DEATH APPROACHES 
ON that old faith I will take hold once 


more— 

Now that the long waves bear me to the 
shore 

And life's brief voyage is o'er; 

Near is the looked-for land— 

One wld leap on the strand 

And the dear souls I loved of old 

I shall again behold, 

And arms that held me once shall hold again. 

In blinding ways of men 

Long did I mourning doubt. 


But now the time is come, the test draws 
near, 

And sudden my soul is innocent of fear. 

O ye beloved! I come! I cry 

With the old passion ye shall not deny! 

I know you, as | knew 

When life was in its dew; 

Ah, naught of me _ has 
change, 

Nor can be change essential even in you, 

However far the freer spirit’s range. 

Soul shall find soul; thef is no distance 

That bars love's brave insistence, 

And nothing truly dies 

In all the infinite realm of woe and weal; 

Throughout creation’s bound thrill answers 
thrill 

And love to love replies. 


—Richard Watson Gilder. 


suffered inward 
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ings, purposes, works, or fruits of our own, 
but let Christ think his thoughts, plan his 
plans, feel his feelings, purpose his pur- 
poses, work his works, and bear his fruits 
in us. When we do this, and in so far 
as we do this, we may ask whatsoever we 
will and it shall be done. 

The words of Christ are the vehicle of 
the life of Christ. It is vain, then, to think 
or talk of abiding in Christ if we neglect 
his words. It is just as vital that his words 
abide in us as for us to abide in him, for 
this is the way the promise reads. If we 
listen to God’s commandment, he will listen 


to our prayers; and if we do what pleases» 


him, he will do what pleases us. The prom- 
ises of the New Testament cannot be ap- 
plied indiscriminately to all men, for there 
are promises made to the believer who has 
surrendered absolutely to the will of God 
and promises to the sinner who will turn 
to the Lord. 

Some are saying, “The promises of God 
are not true. God does not hear my 
prayers”. Candidly such would ask, “Has 
God ever promised to hear my prayers?” 
Are you listening to his Word? If not, he 
has distinctly said he would not listen to 
your prayers (Prov. 28:9). He has also 
said, “Whoso stoppeth his ears to the cry 
of the poor, he shall also cry, but shall not 
be heard”. The world’s maxim is that 
the Lord helps them who help them- 
selves; but the truth is, the Lord helps 
them who help others. Some say an un- 
converted man cannot pray acceptably to 
God, but that we should pray for their con- 
version. I heartily agree that we should 
pray for such, but I as heartily disagree 
with the thought that a sinner cannot pray 
acceptab'y to God. Oh! What do we mean 
by unconverted men? If a man is sorry 
for his sin, and is willing to turn from sin 
and forsake sin to find mercy, and is willing 
to humble himself before God and ask for 
pardon, he is taking the very steps by 
which a man turns around or is converted. 
Get the sinner to pray. That is just the 
thing to do, for it is written, “For whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. 

The Lord Jesus looked on with delight 
when he could say to Ananias of the stub 
born rebel, Saul of Tarsus, ‘Behold he 
prayeth”. We should pray for ourselves, 
and are commanded to do so. Jesus did so. 
It is a bad sign when we pray always for 
others and never for ourselves. We shall 
never see nor appreciate the wondrous 
things of God’s Word until God himself 
open our eyes to behold them. This he does 
in answer to prayer. Prayer gives a keen- 
ness of perception to spiritual beauty of 
which the prayerless man never dreams. No 
amount of study of Hebrew or Greek, or 
mere intellectual study of any sort, will 
open spiritual eyes blinded by sin. The 
prayerless eye can no more see the spiritual 
beauty of God’s truth revealed in the pages 
of the Bible through the spectacles of 
linguistic knowledge than the blind natural 

(Continued on page twelve) 
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At Prayer Time 


They must be ready for every good work. 
—Titus 3:1. 
od 


“Be true to all of your obligations as a 
citizen” might be a good generalization of 
the advice we find in this section of the 
letter to Titus. Titus was probably a pas- 
tor; and this letter to him dealt with mat- 
ters that should be taught to believers whom 
he served. 

It is interesting to note the stress upon 
certain civil responsibilities and types of 
civic conduct as belonging to the common 
duties of the Christian life. It was vital 
then, as it is now, that the very essence of 
Christian living was to be expressed in any 
immediate usefulness that one’s society 
made possible. It was to be made clear, 
both to the believers and to other members 
of the civic state that being a Christian 
did not subtract a man from his time nor 
render him negligible as a factor in his 
government. 

History tells us that those early times 
were times of suspicion on the part of 
political interests when it came to estimat- 
ing the influence of Christianity. Chris- 
tians were thought to be disinterested in 
the usual issues of national life. They 
spoke and thought in terms of another 
world, or of some speedy disruption of the 
world’s life, and were at times much mis- 
understood by their fellows who were not 
yet of the faith. 

No doubt there was much of a tendency 
to withdraw from the things of the com- 
mon life. There were probably a good 
many things in the poorly organized life 
of that time that were apparently so un- 
just or overtly wrong that well meaning 
persons would want to abstain from any 
possible identification with them. Politics, 
as valuable and as necessary as it has al- 
ways seemed to be, has a not altogether 
admirable history. People who became en- 
thused for the new life, and whose in- 
terests were in the spiritual redemptions 
of their friends, could therefore easily with- 
hold from ordinary social activities. 

But the Christian should be prompt in 
his duties and ready for the demands that 
are expected of any other person of his day. 
Hard problems were doubtlessly created be- 
cause of this, but thus the letter reads. 


oO 


“This for the day of life I ask: 
Some all-absorbing useful tas; 
And when ’tis wholly, truly done, 
A tranquil rest at set of sun.” 


J 


Much is said these days about the part 
one owe’s to the state in which ke lives— 
one’s country. In a great many places 
right now there are men assembled for 
some kind of special training and disciple 
for the country’s defense, if some national 
emergency should arise. The ethics of this 
we leave without comment, except to say 





that there may be allowed some consider- 
able place yet for the kind of training these 
men could receive, and in many instances 
may receive. But there are some stresses 
made, in some of these places presumably, 
that hardly represent the thing that Paul 
may have been thinking about. 

Nothing will come to us nor to any 
people, unless it is grief and embarrass- 
ment, if there is any period given the culti- 
vation of the egotistic attitudes that go 
further than a respectable thought of one’s 
self. There are trainings that men need, 
and some of these trainings should be given 
the mature citizens as well as the youthful 
citizens. Probably a kind of a universal 
draft might not be out of order. At least 
it is a sure thing that some more, stirring 
sense of personal obligation to state should 
be drilled into the most of us. 

Now what do we mean? We answer in 
terms of “every good work’, using Paul’s 
expression. Some of these may illustrate. 
"7 ~)\ 








Only a little shriveled seed, 

It might be flower, or grass, or weed, 
Only a box of earth on the edge 

Of a narrow, dusty window ledge; 
Only 2 few secant summer showers; 
Only = few clear shining hours; 

That was cll. Yet God could make 
Out of these for a sick child’s sake, 
A blossom ‘vonder, as fair, and sweet 
As ever broke at ar angel's feet. 


Only a tife of barren pain, 

Wet with serrowful tears for rain, 

Warmed so:netimes by a wanderirg 
gleam 

Of joy, that seemed but ua happy dream: 

A life as common and brown and bare 

As the box of earth on the window 
there 

Yet it bore, at last, the precious bleom 

Of a perfect scul in that narrow room; 

Pure as the snowy leaves that fold 

Over the flower’s heart of gold. 

—Henry van Dyke. 














S y 

Men should be gotten together and 
schooled in the actual processes of organ- 
ized living. Too few know the real differ- 
ence between clean and dirty politics. Theve 
are some who even do not know how to vote 
intelligently. Some of these can be taught 
to use a gun with rather efficient effect. But 
can they be counted citizens until the other 
knowledge is well a part of their social 
selves? 

And we should be trained for the 
emergencies, and for the prevention of 
emergencies where possible, that might fall 
upon us in other ways than war. We have 
had great disasters in cur histories, and 
some of them in recent months; it goes 
without saying that a number of people in 
the fortunate areas have not given more 
than a passing consideration to the actual 
distress their neighbors in the flooded states 
were in. We say this in face of the fact 
that America has given largely to her own 
distressed, and that there have been heroic 
measures taken in the stricken areas. 

You may even ask how prepared your 
own community is for immediate effort if 
a sudden stress would come upon it. How 
responsive are we to the ordinary urgings 
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that come periodically to help keep the 
community clean? 

Could there not be training also in the 
lines of national welfare that would make 
it a little more observable that citizens were 
making something of the same kind of com- 
mittment to the good of the whole national 
structure in peace times as well as in war? 

If a man who makes fortunes in com- 
modities during war times is ridiculed as a 
profiteer, what change in situation is there 
that makes him the economic hero if he 
succeeds in doing the same thing in times 
of peace. We can leave the benefactors out 
ef consideration if we wish, and we can 
still insist that there is a slip in our code 
of ethics somewhere when a man is less 
criminal in peace than in war for exploita- 
tion. 

We recall the war clearly enough to sug- 
gest something else. It was the breakdown 
of all caste, largely; men were not known 
in the ranks by the homes, nor sections, nor 
economic standing they might otherwise be 
classified in civil life. Wonder if we do 
not need some new movement of some kind 
to keep us all acquainted with each other, 
and comrades of each other, in the uni- 
versal service of the common and daily task. 

oO 


Dveams a-e they? But ye cannot stay 


them, 
Or thrust the dawn back for one hour! 
Truth, love, and justice, if ye slay them, 
Retu_n with more than earthly power. 


Strive, if ye will, to seal the fountains 

That send the spring through leaf and 

spray: 
tibiae back the sun from eastern mountains, 
Then—bid this mightier movement stay. 
—Alfred Noyes. 
Oo 

To Christian people the consciousness of 
the task the Church has been seeking to do, 
more or less, through the years will bring 
feelings of gratitude. However much organ- 
ized Christianity has forgotten the common 
problem at times, it is one thing sure that 
there is no other agency anywhere that has 
sought to urge the motives that make for a 
fortunate national life than has been made 
by groups of Christians. 

This does not say that there are not good 
impulses and trustworthy traits in persons 
outside of the Church. It does not say that 
all Christians are thoroughly good citizens 
—using the word Christian loosely. It is 
merely the fact that the Church is still do- 
ing with a great deal of success the very 
thing that in an earlier day an apostle 
urged Christians to do. 

eo 
It is not so much where you live 
As whether while you live you live 
And to the world your highest give. 
—Oxenham. 
o 

Make our relation to Christ evident by 
our acceptance of the responsibilities we 
normally share in life, our Father. Thus 
may we live worthy of a brotherhood for 
which we earnestly pray. Amen. 


ERNEST D. GILBERT. 





Evangelism and Life Service 


McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





“Casework Evangelism” 
NE of the latest books on Evangelism is 
one entitled “Casework Evangelism” by 
Charles Reed Zahniser, and published by 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 

Dr. Zahniser says: “Evangelism is propa- 
ganda. As such, it undertakes to influence 
human conduct, and it is to be presumed 
that it will therefore be subject to the same 
principles that govern all other endeavors 
of similar nature; and accordingly the form 
of its presentation will have to be different 
at different times and in confronting differ- 
ent conditions.” 

In speaking of the distinctive features 
of casework evangelism, he says: ‘“Case- 
work evangelism undertakes to combine the 


values of social casework and personal 
evangelism. From the one it takes a 
method, from the other a dynamic. It pro- 


poses to proceed according to the best 
scientific technique of special casework, but 
depending for success on the divine power 
available through our Savior Jesus Christ.” 
And it differs from the usual personal work 
method, in that first of all it begins with a 
diagnosis, and it naturally follows that a 
prolonged process must be followed in deal- 
ing with the individual. Much patience and 
tact are also required. 

The book contains one chapter on “The 
Psychology of Sin,” and another on “The 
Psychology of Salvation,” and then takes 
up a study of five outstanding groups as 
case studies, namely: The Foreigner, The 
Erring Girl, The Delinquent Boy, The Adult 
Offender, and The Defective Home. 

This book is a valuable addition to the 
list of helpful literature in carrying out 
the fundamental work of evangelism in our 
churches. The book may be had from the 
Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, or 
may be ordered through our own Christian 
Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 








Work 
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Woman's 


Mrs. Emma 8S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





September Program 


What to Do in September: 
Make a special effort to have a full atterdance at 
the meeting, and plan for the active work of the 
coming months. Not too early to begin talking 
about the Thank offering. 

Aim: To recall gratefully the past, and look forward 
expectantly to the future. 

I. Hymn: “Sing Them Over Again to Me.” 

II. Message From the Book of Life: ‘‘Let There be 
Light.” Gen. 1:1-5; Rev. 22:5; Isa. 9:2; John 8:12. 

Ill. “Listening In:” Station C. M. 

IV. Reports: From Summer Schools and from your 
Conference Session. 

V. A Forward Look: 
(a) The Treasury—obligations and plans for the 

coming year. 
(b) How to Make Our Society Better. 
(c) The Study Books and Programs for the Com- 
ing Year. 

VI. Sketch: Lighted to Lighten. (See August ‘“Chris- 

tian Missionary.’’) 
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VII. Prayer: That Christian women may realize 
that they are set as a lamp to lighten the world. 
HE September meeting of your mission- 

ary society is a very important meeting. 

It is the closing of the “mission year” for 

the society and, as is stated above, plans 

for the coming year need to be thought 
about; committees appointed; and perhaps 
the election of officers. 

The programs for 1927-28 are ready, and 
the September meeting might be a good 
time to introduce them. 

Let us try to have a larger and more 
regular attendance at the monthly meet- 
ings this coming year, and, too, let us make 
a greater effort to enlist more women. The 
membership of our societies is no where 
near the number that we ought to have. 

“Get the last woman.” 


An Indian Pastor’s Reply 

HE eightieth annual report of the Ameri- 

can Missionary Association tells of a 
conference of all the Indian pastors on the 
Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota. 
At this time occurred the ordination of 
Clayton Hold, the Indian pastor of the 
Cheyenne River Congregational Church. 
The council consisted of pastors and dele- 
gates from neighboring Indian and white 
churches, about three quarters of the mem- 
bership being Indian. One of the latter 
asked the candidate where the devil lived. 
He replied that a long time ago he could 
have answered this with precision, but for 
many years now ‘he had had no dealings 
with that gentleman, and he therefore ad- 
vised his questioner to ask somebody who 
had associated with the devil more lately.— 
Missionary Review. 





The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Your Conference Session 

URING the next few months most of the 

conferences will hold their annual ses- 
sions. What will the sessions mean to 
those who attend, to the churches they 
represent, and to the Kingdom of God? 
They should mean much, very much; and if 
they do, there are certain things that must 
be kept very definitely in mind and care- 
fully planned for. We would call attention 
to five different items: 
The Program 

It should be carefully prepared long in 
advance, and acceptances should be had from 
all speakers. They should thoroughly pre- 
pare themselves, be present without fail, 
and keep to the time allotted them. The re- 
ports should be so planned that but a small 
portion of the time should be taken with re- 
view work. The great objective of the con- 
ference is to see the needs, responsibility, 
and task of the whole church and plan for 
a year of real work. The program should 
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lead up to such constructive undertakings, 
It should be a well-rounded program, major- 
ing each year probably on some definite 
phase of work. Do not spend all the time 
looking back, but lift your conference eyes 
and plan for the future. The conference 
address may well be made a keynote mes- 
sage. 
The Reports 

All reports, funds, and statistics should 
be in the hands of the secretary or other 
proper persons at least two weeks before 
conference opens. These should be tabu- 
lated and placed on the bulletin boards be- 
fore the gavel falls. There is no excuse 
for carrying church, ministerial, and other 
reports and funds to conference in person. 
It is too late then, and besides the late re- 
ports usually do not get there before confer- 
ence is half over. Where conferences meet 
in August and September the local church 
year should close by June 30. One of the 
first things to greet the conference body as 
it arrives should be that of tabulated bulle- 
tins. Officials and committees should be 
planning the work for the new year and 
their time should not be taken from the con- 
ference session and other proper duties to 
bother with tabulations of reports and the 
like that are brought to the session. It is 
great to have reports, checks for funds, 
tabulations, all done before the president 
stands in his desk. Committees should, in 
part at least, be appointed in advance, too, 
so that a good beginning may be had when 
the full committee meets. 


The Delegates 

The delegates are there on the Lord’s 
business. It is of tremendous importance. 
They are not there for a picnic, for visiting, 
for personal interests. The church should 
have its full delegation there and they 
should be the strongest and most repre- 
sentative men and women that the church 
has. They should be persons of visions, 
good judgment, who give the work of the 
whole church their thought and unpreju- 
diced consideration. They are not there for 
“hiring” a preacher, but to give their best 
effort to promote the Kingdom. The first 
and the last sessions are as important as 
any. There is an increasing demand for a 
better grade of delegates who will stay 
through. It no longer does to elect just 
“anybody who will go” because they have 
nothing else to do. The call is to conse- 
crated, representative, busy, business work- 
ers for this important service, for those who 
have vision enough to see the work of the 
Christian Church and of the Kingdom in 
its full sweep and larger aspects. 
The Spirit 

When the conference closes all who attend 
should feel that the Spirit of God has been 
present. There should be a distinct spirit- 
ual uplift. Delegates should be_ better 
Christians than when they came and feel 
inspired as they go out to carry back to 
the churches the larger vision. The fel- 
lowship should be uplifting. The confer- 
ence session should be dignified. The sing- 
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ing, installations, ordinations, presiding, re- 
ports, the whole atmosphere should be 
charged with a dignity that inspires. 
Promptness and clearness should character- 
ize the sessions, Personal ends should be 
unknown. The devotional services should 
be reverent and uplifting. Announcements, 
assignment to homes, recesses should all be 
attended with a high degree of dignity. 
The Future 

The conference is primarily to plan for 
the new year. Blue prints for the years 
should be in the constant thought, and the 
details written in each year. The confer- 
ence board should ever keep before the con- 
ference its challenging tasks, its responsi- 
bilities, and frequently bring carefully 
thought through plans for consideration. 
Denominational representatives should be 
asked to give the plans of the church at 
large so that there may be full correlation 
and co-operation. The conference is only a 
part of the whole work. 

Your Secretary hereby expresses an ap- 
preciation of those conferences that are at- 
tempting to improve the whole tone and pro- 
gram of their work and are seeking to ap- 
proach higher ideals for the conference ses- 
sions, and earnestly prays that this year’s 
session may be a notable one for power, 
spirit, program. 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





STUDY of the offerings received for 


Foreign Missions from the various 
churches and departments last year and 
this reveals some interesting facts. Last 
year for the full twelve months, from Oc- 
tober 1 to September 30, four hundred 
eighty-seven churches sent $19,251.58 for 
Foreign Missions. For the ten months this 
year up to August 1, four hundred forty- 
seven churches sent $16,310.70. Last year 
for the full year two hundred sixteen Sun- 
day-schools sent $3,629.97, and this year for 
the ten months one hundred ninety-six Sun- 
day-schools sent $3,160.38. Last year 
seventy-nine Christian Endeavor and other 
young people’s groups sent $796.89, and 
this year for ten months one hundred six- 
teen Christian Endeavor and other young 
people’s groups sent $1,036.93. 

If you will look over those figures again 
you will note that already the Christian En- 
deavor and other young people’s groups 
have exceeded in ten months the total 
amount they gave for the full twelve 
months last year by $240.04. And thirty- 
seven more of these young people’s groups 
gave to Foreign Missions this year than 
last. If the churches and Sunday-schools 
had given in proportion as the young people 
have done, we would not have retrenched 
so severely as the Foreign Mission Depart- 
men has recently had to do. 

Then, if you will notice again, you will 
see that we will need during August and 
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we have sent out. 


ness. 
~ the way. 
Yours for the forward march. 


Everett, Pennsylvania. 





Forward March! 


HE new plan of financing our work, as has been worked out by the 

Committee on Finance, is surely a great step forward. As one that 
is interested, I trust every conference will get under the load and back 
it by apportioning it to its several churches and keeping right after it 
and seeing that it is pushed forward with energy and zeal, as much so 
as any other part of its Christian service. 
brethren, when the haphazard way of giving will suffice. 
forward if we hope to maintain our work and back our workers that 


Come on, conference workers, get back of this important part of our 
program, just as much as you would if it were your own personal busi- 
Your folks back at home are expecting you to step out and lead 
They will surely follow. 





The time has long past, 
We must step 


A. F. Foor. 








September, Foreign Mission offerings from 
forty more churches to equal the number 
giving to this work last year; and the 
amount these will need to give to equal the 
amount last year is $2,940.88. We will 
need a total offering of $469.59 from twenty 
more Sunday-schools to equal the record 
of our schools last year. These figures 
have only to do with the churches of the 
north, as we do not have the individual 
records of the southern group. 

Brethren, this is not an impossible task. 
We ought to be able to receive offerings 
from at least forty more churches and 
twenty more Sunday-schools during this 


month and next. We are certain that some 
churches have taken their offerings and just 
failed to send them in. Will you, as pas- 
tor, or interested layman, take the pains to 
make sure whether the foreign mission 
offering from your church has been sent 
in? Do it now, for conference time is draw- . 
ing near and you will want to report this to 
your conference session. Some of our 
churches which are loyal year after year 
have not yet reported this year. Your help 
right now will be of real value in relieving 
the strain on our missionaries who are 
laboring under a greatly reduced appropria- 
tion. 


God’s Promise to David 


THE UNIFORM LESSON FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 1927 
I Chronicles 17:1-12 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Thy throne, O God, is for- 
ever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is 
the scepter of thy Kingdom.—Heb. 1:8. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, August 15—God’s Promise to 
David. 1 Chron, 17:1-12. 
Tuesday, August 16—Thanking God for 
His Promise. 1 Chron. 17:19-27. 
Wednesday, August 17—God’s Faithfal- 
ness. Psalm 89:19-37. 
Thursday, 18S—God’s Larger 
Plan. Gen, 22:9-19. 
Friday, August 19—A Spiritual House. 
1 Peter 2:1-10. 

Saturday, August 20—Christ the Foun- 
dation, 1 Cor. 3:1-17. 
Sunday, August 21—Christ’s Throne 
Eternal, Heb, 1:1-14. 


August 











A WORSHIP SERVICE 


Musical Call to Worship. 
Hebrews | :8-12—Recited by a young woman. 
Hymn—"‘Brightly Gleams Our Banner,” No. 


188 in “Worship and Song.” 

Prayer—By teacher of young women. 
Thanks for the Church and the world as 
they are, and for the constant hope of 
a more powerful Church and a better 
world; and prayer for progressiveness in 
hope and endeavor. 

1 Chron. 17:1-12—Read responsively by 
young men and young women. 

Model Prayer—By whole school. 

Secretary—What is the hope for today? 

Superintendent What is the hope for 
next Sunday and this fall? 

Hymn—*‘Forward! Be Our Watchword,” No. 
187 in “Worship and Song.” 

Lesson Study. 





I..in.. Cedar, the Ark Under Curtains 


DAvP now has a beautiful palace made 

of the finest imported material. Then 
he begins to think that it is not fair to God 
when the ark, representing Jehovah’s pres- 
ence, was covered merely by curtains, that 
his servant should dwell in a palace of 
cedar. Is it fair to God today that his 
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house should be less beautiful, less adapted 
for modern life, and less carefully cleaned, 
painted, and decorated than the homes of 
the people? God and his cause are worthy 
of our best in thought, purpose, and 
achievement. 


Do All That Is in Thy Heart, 
for God Is With Thee 

It would be a wonderful blessing to have 
God so completely in our hearts that to 
follow the dictates of our wills would be to 
do what God would like to have us do. Is 
that really not our condition when we can 
claim the promise involved in “If ye ask 
anything in my name... ”? Name means 
personality, and when the personality of 
Jesus is within us, then that which we ask 
for would be the very will of God. If God 
is with us we can ask for or do all that is 
in our hearts in splendid faith and assur- 
ance. 


Go and Tell 


That is the message that came to the 
heart of Nathan, the prophet. It was not 
an easy thing to do, and upon another oc- 
casion the same prophet had to go to the 
same king with even a more difficult mes- 
sage. But he cannot be the voice of God 
unless he goes and tells, for that is what a 
voice does. Are you a voice of God in 
your home, to your Sunday-school class, to 
your business or social associate? Are you 
a voice of God in our home and foreign 
mission work? God speaks only through 
our voices and what our voices make 
possible. 


Gone From Tent to Tent 


God never has been static, nor has revela- 
tion nor truth. God goes on and on and is 
still going on and always to richer and 
better things. Do not adopt a new sug- 
gestion simply because it is new; but, on 
the other hand, do not reject it either just 
because it is new. God will continue to go 
on from tent to tent, and so must you, if 
you follow him. 


I Took Thee From the Sheepcote 


What an idle thing to boast, “I am a self- 
made man”! David might have boasted 
that, if anyone could. He had struggled on 
and up through great difficulties, and, over- 
coming them one by one, he was now about 
to sit down as the conqueror. But once 
again God tells him through his prophet 
that it was he that had taken him from 
keeping the sheep, and he it was through 
whom all David’s achievements had been 
possible. Well, there are no self-made men, 
or women either. We have been made by 
all the forces that have played upon us from 
sunshine and shower and from God and 
man. God takes us from the sheepcote and 
the home cote. 


I Will Plant Them 


That term is being used in everyday lan- 
guage of the street now to mean dying, or 
at any rate being buried. But that is cer- 
tainly not what the term means in this 
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text. Possibly it means established or rooted 
firmly. But I like to think that in a figura- 
tive sense God is seeking to root us all that 
We may grow and be fruitful. If we can 
only be rooted and grounded in love, there 
will be no doubt but herein will our father 
be glorified. 


He Shall Build Me a House 


David had conceived the idea of building 
a house of God, and no doubt the idea had 
already become very dear to him. Is he now 
to be disappointed in his praiseworthy ambi- 
tion? No, not exactly. Surely we want to 
do all that we can during our own lifetime, 
for the next generation will have its own 
task. But no person nor generation ever 
completes anything. David conceives the 
idea and Solomon carries out the concep- 
tion. I am sure every father has been dis- 
appointed in not seeing hopes realized in 
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himself. But many of them have been 
given the joy of seeing them realized in 
their children. As fathers or as pastors, 
let us go on sowing and reaping, but let us 
remember also that “One soweth and an- 
other reapeth”. 


I Will Establish His Kingdom 


There is a deeper meaning to the things 
of life than just the apparent. David had 
in mind a house in honor of Jehovah, and 
Solomon built it. That house and its ma- 
terial successors have long since gone, but 
in its place has come the Kingdom of God 
whose building is going on, and this is the 
kingdom of David that is being established 
through “Great David’s greater Son”. God 
always gives us better than we ask for. 
Perhaps the answer to our prayer shall not 
be today, but some day it shall arise greater 
than our dreams. 


Why is Missionary Work Needed in a 
Christian Country 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR AUGUST 28, 1927 
Isa. 55:1-7 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the Christian Church 


Program Pointers 

This meeting should be in charge of the Missionary 
Committee. If there is a public library in your town 
or city, the leader might go there and, securing a 
copy of the last census of the United States, study the 
religious statistics of the country. He would find in- 
teresting facts from these statistics showing why mis- 
sions are needed in the United States, one of the so- 
called Christian countries of the world. I believe, if 
the facts concerning the other so-called Christian 
countries could be secured, it would be found that 
there were just as great or perhaps greater need for 
missions in those couutries. 

Assign, one week in advance, the following topics 
to speakers: The Need of Rescue Missions in the 
Cities of Christian Countries; The Need of Mission 
Churches in the Cities of Christian Countries; The 
Need of Missions to the Lumbermen in Christian 
Countries; The Need of Missions to the Migrant 
Laborers in Christian Countries; The Need of Mis- 
sions to the Indians in the U. S.; The Need of Mis- 
sions to the New Americans in the U. S. Ask them 
to make five-minute speeches on these subjects. Back 
numbers of “‘The Christian Missionary” or ‘“‘The Mis- 
sionary Review of the World’? would supply facts for 
these addresses. The home mission study books, 
“Aliens or Americans’, ‘“‘In Red Man’s Land”, “‘Chris- 


tian Americanization’’, ‘‘Peasant Pioneers’, ‘“‘Brave 
Adventurers’, “‘Land of All Nations’, ‘“‘From Survey 
to Service’, “Better Americans I, II, and III’’, “‘Ad- 
ventures in Brotherhood’, ‘‘Playing Square With To- 
morrow”, “‘The Frontier’, “The New America”, 

these would supply you with thought material for a 
fine meeting. Some of the fine leaflets put out by our 


own Home Mission Board, showing some mission 
needs we as a denomination are trying to meet, 
would make a very interesting meeting. You can 
secure these leaflets free of charge by writing Rev. 
A. W. Sparks, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 

Suggested Hymns: “Lord Jesus Christ! For Love 
of Thee’ ; ‘“‘Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” ; 
“O Beautiful, My Country’: “In Loving Adora- 
tion’; ‘‘O Beautiful, for Spacious Skies’; ‘Our 
Country’s Voice Is Pleading’; ‘‘Lord, While for All 
Mankind We Pray’; “God Bless Our Native Land’’; 
“From Ocean to Ocean.”’ 

For Debate: Resolved, That the Church so fully 
occupies the land that there is no need of mission 
work in the United States. 


Topic Thoughts 

Great irrigation dams are being con- 
structed in our land, thus throwing open 
thousands of acres of lands to new settlers, 
and the desert places are literally being 
made to blossom as the rose, and in these 
waste places towns are springing up over 
night, and these towns need churches and 





Christian work and influences and that will 
mean missionary work until the churches 
are well enough established and strong 
enough to take care of their own work. 

Our great Southwest presents a most fer- 
tile field for missionary enterprise. “If 
American Protestantism were to center in 
the Southwest all its home missionary 
energies at present employed in different 
parts of the United States, it would find 
there an ample field.” 

Missions are needed in this country be- 
cause we have an Indian population of ap- 
proximately 336,000. About 45,000 of these 
are Protestant Church members, and 59,000 
of them are adherents of the Catholic faith, 
leaving 232,000 still outside the Church. 
For thousands of these no Christian work is 
being done. “There are forty-two of the 
one hundred and sixty-five existent tribes 
who have not even heard of Christ.” 

There are thousands of Mex-Americans 
in the Southwest who became a part of the 
United States by the acquisition of terri- 
tory and there are thousands who have 
crossed from Mexico into our land, and they 
need the gospel very badly. It calls for 
Missionaries and mission churches to reach 
these for Christ. 


“In Philadelphia a survey of two hundred 
fifty blocks in the center of the city re- 
vealed the fact that only thirty-eight 
churches remained of seventy-eight that 
were there thirty years ago. The First 
Ward in Chicago was practically abandoned 
by the Protestant churches. Boston has 
many churches of the non-self-supporting 
class. On the other hand, the rapid growth 
of suburbs and new residence sections de- 
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mands new church buildings. Many of these 
sections are not adequately cared for re- 
ligiously.” 

The city of Philadelphia with a total 
population of 1,683,664 has only 319,652 
members in the Protestant Church and 
456,770 members of non-Protestant 
churches, or a total church membership, 
Protestant and non-Protestant, of 776,422, 
leaving a non-church citizenry of 907,242. 
Or to put the same facts in another way, 
Philadelphia has a Protestant Church mem- 
bership of about eighteen percent of her 
population, a non-Protestant Church mem- 
bership of about twenty-eight percent, and 
a non-church membership of fifty-four per- 
cent. Some of our large cities run much 
higher in non-church membership than does 
Philadelphia. These facts cry out for mis- 
sionary work in our great cities. 

One of the problems of our cities is the 
class of derelicts we call “hobos” and the 
“down-and-outs”. The churches cannot 
reach these through their ordinary services, 
and so there is a great need for the city and 
rescue missions in order to salvage at least 
a portion of this great class. 

Our great migrant labor class is another 
group that calls for mission work. There 
are the truck farm gardeners, the workers 


in the beet and onion fields, the wheat har- 
vesters, the lumberjacks in the big woods; 
these all call for the continuation of mis- 
sionary effort in our country. 

The fact that at least one-half of our 
populatiton is still unchurched is sufficient 
evidence that we need mission work in our 
country. 

The Sunday-school Committee of the 
Christian Endeavor Society in Coimbatore, 
India, conducts seven Sunday-schools for 
nearly five hundred children of Hindoo par- 
ents every Sunday morning, and also two 
schools for Christian children in the after- 
noon. The Missionary Committee conducts 
a service every Sunday afternoon for 
prisoners in the central jail. They also con- 
duct sing-song services and deliver stereop- 
. “ i. . 
ticon lectures at the jail. The Junior Com- 
mittee has charge of three Junior societies 
and supports an orphan boy in the local 
boys’ home. 

For Discussion 

Are there any Christian countries? 

What would constitute a Christian country? 

How does missions help make the country Chris- 
tian? 

Name some of the enemies of Christianity in this 
country ? 

Name some of the things which are decidedly Chris- 
tian in this country. 

Does spiritual life grow in communities where there 
are no churches? 


Teddy Meets a Rainstorm at Camp 
A’ Story 


BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 


ES, Mamma, I’m going to!” It was 
¥ Teddy replying to a request of his 

mother to bring in his wood for the 
evening and to be sure and feed his pets. 
Three times she had to make the request 
that evening and three times she received 
the answer that he was going to do it. 

Perhaps it was Mamma Bear’s fault that 
Teddy had acquired this little habit inas- 
much as she had not corrected it when he 
first started to put off doing things when 
told to do them. At any rate he surely had 
the habit fixed now and he carried it into 
nearly every part of his daily life. At 
school he was all the time putting off his 
examples until frequently he would be 
obliged to pass in his paper with only a 
part of the work being done. One year he 
failed to make his grade, and when he 
brought home his report which told that he 
would have to repeat the grade, the way 
Papa Bear growled was so something aw- 
ful. One good thing about it was that he 
did not blame the teacher. He was always 
just going to do things and yet never doing 
them. 

One Saturday early in the fall the wood 
people had planned a nutting trip some dis- 
tance up the lake, and they were going to 
start just about sunrise. Teddy’s mamma 
called him real early so he would be ready 
and then made some tasty sandwiches that 
he could take with him. She was very busy 


with her other work, and before she knew 
it the boys were at the door already to go. 


Teddy had not stirred from his comfort- 
able bed, but when he heard the voices of 
the other boys he hustled right out of bed. 
The boys said they could not wait for him 
and started on. Teddy hurried as fast as 
he could and mamma helped him in every 
way possible. He rushed down to the lake, 
but the boat had disappeared around the 
little point of land and Teddy had to walk 
back home to content himself as best he 
might. 

Mamma Bear said something to him 
about his “always going to do things’, and 
for once she was glad that he had met his 
come-uppance. “I am _ sorry that you 
missed your nutting trip,” she said, “after 
planning about it all the fall, but if it will 
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THE UPWARD ROAD 


I WILL follow the upward road today, 

I will keep my face to the light, 

I will think high thoughts as I go my way, 
1 will do what I know is right. 

1 will look for the flowers by the side of the 


road, 
I will laugh and love and be strong, 
T 


1 will try to lighten another's load, 
This day as | fare along. 
—Selected. 
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only teach you to do things when you 
should it may be a good lesson after all.” 

He may have worked better for a few 
days, but it was not long before his old 
habit came back, for he brought home poor 
report cards, missed several good times 
with the boys, and caused no end of trouble 
for his parents by this always going to do 
things. 

The particular year in question Teddy 
had made a little tent and had asked that 
when they went camping to what is now 
Craigville, he might sleep all by himself. 
It was a very warm day when the Bear 
family went on their annual trip down the 
Cape and after setting up tents and getting 
dinner, about the middle of the afternoon 
the family had a delightful swim in old 
ocean. Teddy pitched his tent right on the 
bluff where he could hear the pounding of 
the waves, but Daddy Bear had gone back 
in the tall pines nearly a hundred feet. 

It was a clear moon light night and the 
soft murmuring of the waves made Teddy 
feel very happy. He lay in his tent and 
dreamed of the good times he was to have 
in bathing, playing in the fine sand, pick- 
ing berries back in the pines, and all the 
charms of that spot which even white people 
have since learned to love and admire. 

The next morning he had a plunge in 
the waves before Daddy Bear was up, and 
then in again with him just before dinner. 
It was a very busy day getting things ad- 
justed for the camp and searching around 
to find the best berry fields. Night came 
on all too soon. As the fleecy clouds sped 
over the moon, Daddy Bear told stories un- 
til Mamma Bear said it was time to go to 
bed. Teddy bid them good-night, and as he 
left daddy told him to be sure and loosen 
his tent ropes as it might rain before morn- 
ing and if it did the ropes would shrink and 
possibly pull up the stakes. Daddy Bear 
fixed things for the morning, in case it did 
rain during the night, and it was some few 
minutes before he was ready for bed. Just 
before he fastened the flaps of his tent he 
called over to Teddy and asked him if he 
had loosened his ropes. “I haven’t, but I’m 
going to,” was the answer he received. 

The clouds flitted the faster across the 
moon and soon obscured it altogether. The 
waves seemed to grow louder. Shortly 
after midnight Teddy heard a soft little 
patter on his tent, but he knew it would 
not rain through for he had _ thoroughly 
treated it to shed water. He soon dropped 
off to sleep and then he was awakened by a 
downpour. He had dug a trench around his 
tent so it would not be likely to wash under. 

A gust of wind came, and then something 
else happened. The tightened ropes tried 
to shrink and they just couldn’t do it. They 
pulled the tent pins right up and over went 
the tent and left poor Teddy with the rain 
pouring down upon him. How it did rain 
and blow! He grabbed his clothes and 
blankets and ran for Daddy’s tent. He 
thought he would never get the flap untied. 
By the time he got inside he was wet to his 
skin and his blankets were drenched. Daddy 
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Bear rubbed him dry and then took him in 
bed with himself. 

“I can’t see why your tent should have 
pulled those stakes out, for I drove them 
down real hard,” he said to Teddy as they 
were trying to go to sleep. “You loosened 
the ropes, didn’t you?” 

Teddy was still for a minute, and then he 
burst right out crying. He didn’t need to 
answer now and Daddy Bear knew that he 
didn’t need to ask any more questions. They 
fell asleep and it was rather late before 
they woke up. The sun was shining with 
all its beauty over the delightful country. 
Daddy and Mamma hung the blankets and 
clothes on the bushes to dry. Teddy had 
taken a little cold which grew worse during 
the day and that night. The Bear family 
would have gone home, but Teddy was not 
able to take the journey. In a day or two 
he was better but he did not get out of his 
tent until two or three days before it was 
time to go home. He watched Daddy Bear 
swim in the breakers but he was not able 
to have another swim. 

He was feeling quite like himself when 
it came time to packing up. Just as they 
were getting into the boat he burst into 
tears and sobbed as if his heart would 
break. Mamma Bear was almost shocked 
and wondered what had happened, and then 
Teddy, stammering through his sobs, said, 
“J planned and dreamed all the spring for 
so much and thought I was going to have 
such a lovely time and I have gone and 
spoiled it all by that awful habit of always 
going to do things. I have learned my 
lesson, Mamma. I promise you now that 1 
will never put off doing things when they 
should be done right away.” 

As far as I know, he ever afterward kept 
his promise. 

At Camp Craigville, Massachusetts. 


Prayer 

(Continued from page six) 
eye can see the beauties of the natural 
world through the most scientifically con- 
structed spectacles ever made. There must 
be natural sight to discern natural beauty, 
and there must be spiritual sight to dis- 
cern spiritual beauty. A man with natural 
sight, though faulty, can see more beauty 
than a man without natural sight, though 
he be equipped with the most powerful lens 
constructed. So the man who has spiritual 
sight can see more beauty in the Word of 
God without the aid of scholarship than the 
spiritually sightless man can with the aid 
of the most modern and approved scholar- 
ship. 

There is many a modern Bartimeus 
occupying a professorship who needs to cry 
out, “Lord, that I might receive my sight”. 
But they go on, the blind leading the blind, 
and both are falling into the ditch of de- 
structive criticism. One hour at the feet 
of Jesus will reveal more of the beauty of 
the Word of God than four years at the 
feet of men who, professing themselves to 
be wise, have become fools. Every believer 
needs to take a course in that seminary in 
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which he matriculates by prayer, and un- 
til this course is taken we cannot trust the 
wisest human guides. 

Who knows the way he ought to take? 
There are perils on every hand, but there 
is an unerring hand within the reach to 
lead us safely on. We grasp that hand by 
prayer. “Therefore, for thy name’s sake, 
lead me and guide me.” 

Logansport, Indiana. 


A New Multiplication Table 


H, I’m going to have such a good time 

this afternoon!” cried Myra, as she 
danced through the room where her Aunt 
Rachel was at work. 

“It is so lovely to be out of school at last 
auntie!” she went on. So good to be done 
with lessons, and to think only of having 
a good time!” 

“T hope you are not leaving all your les- 
sons behind you, dear,” said Aunt Rachel, 
with a smile at the light-hearted lassie. 

“Every one of them. Not to give them 
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THE LADIES’ AID 
HE old church bell had long been 


cracked, 
Its call was but a groan, 

It seemed to sound a funeral knell 
With every broken tone. 

““We need a bell,” the brethren said, 
“But taxes must be paid. 

We have no money we can spare, 


Just ask the Ladies’ Aid.” 


The shingles on the roof were old, 
The rain came down in rills. 

The brethren slowly shook their heads, 
And read the monthly bills. 

The chairman of the Board arose 
And said, “I am afraid 

That we shall have to lay the case 
Before the Ladies’ Aid.” 


The preacher’s salary was behind; 
The poor man blushed to meet 

The grocer and the butcher as 
They passed him on the street. 

But nobly spoke the brethren then: 
“Pastor, you shall be paid. 

We'll call upon the treasurer 
Of our good Ladies’ Aid.” 

said the men, “the way to 

heaven 

Is long and hard and steep. 

With slopes of ease on either side 
The path is hard to keep. 

We cannot climb the heights alone; 
Our hearts are sore dismayed! 

We ne'er shall get to heaven at all 
Without the Ladies’ Aid.” 

—Selected. 


“Oh,” 
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a thought until our vacation is over. But,” 
turning at the door with an inquiring look, 
“do you mean that I ought to keep up my 
lessons, auntie? Mother thinks that, as I 
had a good deal of headache the last few 
weeks, I had better not use my eyes much.” 

“She is right, dear. I was thinking that 
if you could multiply your good times a 
little—” 

“The very thing I’m going to do all these 
weeks. Trust me for that!” 
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“That is right, dear. Take the multipli- 
cation table into your pleasures.” 

“But, do you mean study it? You are 
puzzling, auntie. But you often are, and 
then I find you always mean something.” 

“Puzzle it out, my bird. If you multiply 
well you will find it a rich vacation. I 
mean just that—hold on to the multiplica- 
tion table. You will be surprised to find 
how easy it is, and how very delightful.” 

Later in the day Myra came again, her 
face this time more thoughtful, but not less 
happy. 

“T’ve thought it out, auntie—yes, 
worked it out.” 

“And does it work well, my dearie?” 

“Oh, so well! Though,” with a grave 
shake of the head, “I had to tackle it pretty 
hard to make out what you could be mean- 
ing. Multiply—multiply pleasures. That 
seemed easy at first. Just to keep on the 
look out for all the pleasures I could pos- 
sibly get hold of. That is what I had 
planned for the whole vacation. 

“Then I began to think it couldn’t be that, 
or you wouldn’t have said what you did. 
So I had to try it some other way. And 
I hit it. More pleasure—multiply, multi- 
ply—but not all for me. The only other 
way was to get more folks into it.” 


and 





The small chatterer stopped to look in- . 
quiringly at Aunt Rachel, but the latter 
only smiled and nodded for her to go on. 

“T had ten cents to spend for candy. I 
was going to take my dolls out onto the 
porch and eat it there. And I had the new 
St. Nicholas, and I was going to read it. 
If any of the girls were with me they would 
expect some of the candy, you see, and I 
couldn’t have a nice, quiet time with the St. 
Nicholas.” 

“T see, you laid out a very nice afternoon 
for yourself, dear.” 

“Yes. Well as I went for the candy I 
met the Crane girls. They had walked clear 
out our way to try to find some wild flow- 
ers, and asked me if I knew where they 
were. They live in a flat you know, and 
don’t often get out so far. I had gone up 
the hill for columbine and mandrakes only 
yesterday, and I did not feel much like go- 
ing again, but they looked so glad and so 
anxious when I tried to tell them where 
they were that I said I’d go, and we had 
such a jolly good time. That was a real 
four times one, wasn’t it?” 

“It really was.” 

“When we came back Jane called me to 
the kitchen and said, “I see you have com- 
pany, so you will want some cookies’. So 
with those and the candy we had a regular 
little feast. Then Delia Crane read one of 
the St. Nicholas stories. That was keeping 
on with the four times, you see, and don’t 
you think I might call it a little bit of mul- 
tiplication—just say about two times one?” 

“Oh, yes, my dear little girl,” and Aunt 
Rachel put a tender arm about Myra; “for 
you are certainly learning the new multipli- 
cation table!”—Sydney Dayre, in Young 
Christian Soldier. 
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The Children 


Dad’s Father and Mine 

My father said when he was little his 
father made him walk the chalk, 

And used a strap to liven him up sometimes 
when he would try to balk; 

He said he couldn’t yell and jump and make 
a noise around the house, 

But he must be as velvet-footed and soft as 
any mouse. 


His father taught him to be so nice that 
any boy would envy him, 

He had no time to skip the rope and in the 
creek to swim, 

He said when Sunday-school was done they 
would not let him go and play, 

He must be solemn and sedate upon the 
Sabbath Day. 


My father said when company came he 
must be at the second table, 

And wait till everybody ate as much as they 
were able. 

He could not open his mouth to say in pro- 
test even one little word, 

For children, so my father said, were seen 
but were not heard. 

“You must have had,” I said at last, “ 
pretty bum old father, dad, 

To be a tyrant over you, a likely little lad.” 

And then my father quite forgot, and up 
he spoke and out he roars, 

“You don’t know what you are talking 
about; he was better far than yours”. 
—W. Lomax Childress, in The Watch- 

word. 


a 


A Business Girl 
-I-L-D-R-E-D, oh, Mildred!” It was 
Mae Williams calling. Mildred was 

sitting in the swing beneath the big elm 
tree digging the toe of her sandal into the 
well-worn spot beneath the swing. She did 
not answer. Just now she was trying to 
think up a plan to earn some Christmas 
money, and she did not want to talk to Mae. 

“Boo-o-o!”” Mae ran around the corner of 
the house and took half the seat on the 
swing board. “What’s the matter? Sick?” 

“No; I’m just trying to think how to 
raise some money to buy Christmas pres- 
ents.” 

Mae dug her toes into the soft earth and 
started the swing. “Doesn’t your mother 
give you money to buy presents?” 

“Course she does, but I want to earn 
some! that is, more than I get for the dust- 
ing on Saturdays. What you earn is, well, 
different from what is given you. Cousin 
Helen is going to earn some selling nuts, 
and Cousin Frank has made almost three 
dollars selling sweet corn.” 

“Three dollars!” exclaimed Mae, as she 
stopped the swing so suddenly that both 
girls almost fell out. “Just think how 
many pretty things three dollars would 
buy.” 

Just then a voice called across the alley, 
“Mildred, dear, will you please come here?” 

“It is Miss Hannah; perhaps she wants 
me to cave for her canary. I did it one 
day last weck when she went to town.” 

When the two little girls stood by the 
alley gate, Miss Hannah led them through 
to the porch where the bird hung. “Would 
you like to care for the bird for a whole 


month? I must go to see a sick sister. You 
did so nicely last week that I am sure you 
will care for it well while I am away. You 
will have to keep it at your house, and be 
careful that there are no cats or dogs 
around. You think that your mother would 
be willing for you to have the bird?” 

“Yes, indeed, she will. She loves pets.” 

“Very well, then. You may come for it 
tomorrow evening. I will pay you three 
dollars for the month and give you the 
necessary feed.” 

Mildred and Mae were so excited they 
just went home with great big hippity-hop 
jumps. “I’m going to see if some one does 
not lave something for me to do,” Mae said 
as she ran home to supper.—Inez Wilson, in 
The Presbyterian Advance. 


Help One Another 

ELP one another, whom do you like to 

help? Is it father or mother, or a big 
sister or older brother? I believe I can 
guess; it is not any of them; it is the baby. 
Why do we all want to help a dear little 
baby who tumbles over and can’t get up 
again? I wonder if it isn’t because we love 
it, and don’t you think if we loved every 
one better we would be more anxious to 
help each other? Let me tell you a story of 
how a little girl learned to love people. 

Betty was an only child so she was badly 
spoiled by her parents. She did not like 
little boys and girls and very few people 
liked her. Her parents gave her almost 
anything she asked for. She had a beauti- 
ful kitten but she would throw it out the 
window or down the stairs until the poor 
little kitten would try to hide when it saw 
her coming. 

As Betty grew older, and started to 
school, she realized there was something 
lacking in her life. She wanted something 
but she didn’t know what. One morning 
on her way to school she saw an old lady 
trying to pick up a basket of apples which 
had upset. She asked Betty to help her get 
them and not liking to refuse, she helped 
gather them up. When they had them all 
back in the basket the old lady laid her 
hand lovingly on her head and said, “My, 
but you are a nice little girl to help an old 
lady like me.” Betty went on her way 
smiling and wondering what made her feel 
so happy. That night she patted her 
kitten and it curled up in her lap, purring 
softly. 

The next day she smiled at an old 
crippled beggar and gave him a nickel she 
had intended to buy candy with; and when 
he said, “God bless you, my dear,” she felt 
strangely happy. 

Betty was learning. She soon found that 
the days she helped some one were happier 
days than those in which she thought only 
of herself. Soon she decided to do at least 
one kind act to help some one each day, and 
what a happy little girl Betty became. 

She found that she loved those whom 
she helped, and wherever she went she was 
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greeted with a smile. She not only learned 
to love little boys and girls, but also old 
women who had to work very hard, the old 
shoemaker at his little shop on the corner, 
the janitor at the schoolhouse, the clerks in 
the store, and the sad-faced young lady who 
lived across the way. 

Now, I believe, if you will try Betty’s 
plan of helping others you will find it much 
easier to love every one and to be happy.— 
The Friend. 

The Upside-down Garden 

THE girls of the Bluebird Class had decid- 

ed tc raise flowers to sell to get money 
to buy a new blackboard. Every garden had 
come out fine but Myrtle’s; a neighbor’s 
chickens had come in and scratched up all 
her young plants after they were well start- 
ed. Then it rained and rained, so that she 
couldn’t get into the garden to plant any 
more seed. 

There was to be a Sunday-school fair in 
July, and every class wanted to have some- 
thing to sell. The Bluebird Class was to 
have a flower booth. 

“It’s going to be lovely,” Myrtle told her 
best friend, Irma, “and I can’t have any- 
thing in it.” 

“T don’t think it is too late to plant some 
flowers now,” suggested Irma. “I have some 
seeds of flowers that will come up quickly.” 

So Myrtle planted the seed and was as 
happy as could be when the plants came 
peeping out of the ground. This time she 
was careful not to leave the garden gate 
open so that the chickens could get in. 

“How are your flowers?” Irma often asked 
her. 

“They came up thick and are growing 
fine,” Myrtle told her. “You had better 
come and see.” 

When Irma got there, she began to laugh. 
She laughed and laughed until Myrtle was 
almost angry. 

“Why are you laughing at my flowers?” 
she asked. 

At that Irma cnly laughed harder, until 
she saw Myrtle was ready to cry. 

“I’m so sorry,” explained Irma, “but I 
must have given you the wrong seed. Moth- 
er must have put vegetable seed in those 
packages. Instead of flowers, you have 
beets and carrots and onions and turnips. 

For a second Myrtle looked as if she were 
going to cry sure enough, but then she had 
a happy thcught. 

“I guess vegtables can be sold as well as 
flowers,” she said. “I heard Mrs. Murphy 
wishing just yesterday that she could get 
some fresh vegetables. I’m going to take 
care of these little plants just the same as 
if they were flowers. I expect my little Up- 
side-down Garden will make as much money 
for the blackboard as the other girls’ flower 
gardens.” 

On the day of the fair, when Myrtle 
brought in a beautiful basket of golden car- 
rots, purple and white turnips, rcsy red 
beets, and white onions, shining like satin, 
the girls all agreed that hers was one of the 
prettiest baskets there—F ances McKinnon 
Morton. 
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Communications 


More for Mr. Business Man 


Kicking preachers are probably as ques- 
tionable an asset to churches as are kicking 
horses to farmers. 


It is certainly unfortunate that self- 
interest should so readily assert itself on 
the part of those to whom has been en- 
trusted the great work of revealing Christ 
to a needy world. As was pointed out in 
the communication of one signing himself 
“A Business Man” last week, it does become 
a bit tiresome to have men constantly 
“kicking” about their pay. In fact it be- 
comes a serious question as to whether this 
may not be the chief objective with such 
men—pay. As was pointed out in the 
article referred to, diligent work usually 
is recognized by those in whose behalf it 
is rendered, and rewarded accordingly. 


In more than thirty-four years’ experi- 
ence, the writer has never asked for an ,in- 
crease. It has been volunteered more than 
once, and gratefully accepted, in the spirit 
in which it was tendered. It comes as an 
expression of appreciation, and tends to 
give assurance to the laborer that his course 
is such as may, in a general way, be wisely 
continued. 

Your correspondent very wisely recog- 
nized the fact that exceptions are to be 
found to the general rule to which he made 
reference. Such an one comes to mind at 
the moment of writing. 

A brother minister whose wife had long 
been an invalid, and whose work was made 
doubly difficult in consequence, once told me 
of the increased revenue coming into his 
church’s treasury as a result of building up 
the congregation and membership; but that 
the board of trustees decided it would be 
good business for them to keep their pas- 
tor’s salary down to its previous low level, 
while they accumulated a fund in their 
treasury which might serve to tide them 
over some possible lean future period. 

In fairness to some pastors who may 
have been unfortunate enough to have 
parishes where a niggardly disposition on 
the part of a few well-entrenched officials 
have vitiated the whole atmosphere, it 
ought to be said that the pastor is rarely 
given the privilege of being a manager to 
the extent that “A Business Man” imagines. 

A business manager enjoys disciplinary 
powers such as no pastor can ever hope to 
exercise. It is true that teaching is a very 
important part of the work of the pastor. 
I wonder if our brother ever tried to handle 
a force of men more than fifty percent of 
whom habitually absented themselves from 
the works? Let me pass along a bit of en- 
lightening information along this line, and 
ask my brother to investigate for himself 
and see if it is reliable information. 

Not one percent of our churches have 
fifty percent of their membership present 
at one-third of their services. 

This is true of our highest paid preach- 
ers. Doubtless it is greatly emphasized in 
the case of the poorer paid. To teach 
pupils who habitually absent themselves 
from class, is not the kind of a problem 
that a lazy preacher can solve very readily. 
Indeed, some of our most energetic men 
have labored long and strenuously over this 
problem. 

Allow me to suggest that counting heads 
in the congregation will not give a true in- 
dex to the situation. There are usually 
non-members present in every congregation. 
When a church with five hundred members 
has an attendance of three hundred people, 
a careful analysis is likely to reveal the 
fact that less than half the members were 


present. Estimates and actual counting 
frequently show wide discrepancies. I once 
supplied a church with a membership of 
about three hundred. On the way to my 
place of entertainment my host congratu- 
lated me on the fine audience whch greeted 
me. I asked him how many he supposed 
had been present (he had been church clerk 
for thirty years) to which he replied, 
“About two hundred fifty”. Another gentle- 
man who was walking along with us re- 
marked that he was low—“There must have 
been at least three hundred”, said he. I 
had counted them twice—there were one 
hundred thirty-four. At another time 1 
preached for a brother who was pastor of 
a church with a membership of more than 
seven hundred. It was a beautiful Sun- 
day morning in October. The pastor leaned 
over and said, “We have a good congre- 
gation this morning”. I counted one hun- 
dred eighty-four. 

Instances of this sort might be multiplied 
almost indefinitely, and in churches of other 
denominations where I chanced to have been 
present either as one in the pew or as 
preacher. Because the receipt of a pay en- 
velope in no way depends on their faithful 
attendance, many have grown rather in- 
different as to their regularity in church 
attendance. 

Exceptions may be noted of course in all 
that may be said. But in general it would 
seem that our problem now lies in the direc- 
tion of securing a larger number of paid 
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PRAYER OF THE TOILERS 


EAR GOD, the eventide has come to 

: bless the tired land, 

The shadows, slim and softly grey, are 
like a mother’s hand— 

And, as the mist creeps gently in, a 
great peace seems to be 

Upon our souls—the calm that Christ 
once brought to Galilee. 


Our work is over for a day, the road 
leads straight ahead 

To all the little homely things, to rest 
and daily bread; 

To woman-lips, and woman-arms, and 
love that never dies, 
To fires burning on a 
babies’ sleepy eyes. 

—NMargaret E. Sangster. 


hearth, and 


QQ QQ QQ d?>°7>7FéP7éBU. eAAAAAI‘ON‘IiQaA 
workers with which to carry on the work of 
the Kingdom. This will involve a larger 
measure of such educational work as your 
correspondent suggests, that the people may 
learn the true spirit of Kingdom service, 
including financial support, becoming the 
dignity of the enterprise. In order to im- 
part such instruction, some means wil] have 
to be discovered by which to make the 
needed contact between teacher and pupil. 
Perhaps it can be truthfully stated that 
most people do not object to generous con- 
tributions provided they can be persuaded 
that the thing to which they are asked to 
subscribe is worth while. Every church 
should have one or more trained nurses for 
the care of the sick. Organized play for the 
children of a community is such a sacred 
task that churches should consider it a part 
of their ministry of love to see that this is 
properly done. There are many lines of 
service which should receive attention from 
the churches which are now ignored, be- 
cause too many pastors feel that the chief 
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financial obligation of the church is to raise 
the preacher’s salary. 

Thank you, Mr. Business Man, for your 
suggestive article, and let us hear from you 
again as to what you think of this wider 
function of the church. 

P. S. SAILER. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


II 

I have read and reread “A _ Business 
Man’s” communication in The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty of July 21. It has made me 
wonder and wonder. However, it is re- 
freshing for “Business Man” to have the 
courage to say, “He (the pastor) is the 
manager of the church and all of its de- 
partments. He is the expert hired to run 
the business.” This is what many have 
implied by action and, horrified, have de- 
nied it by word when others have said it. 

I wonder if “Business Man” is right? 1 
would like to know. I wonder if I have 
not been making a very serious mistake? 
I have been advising young men entering 
the ministry to go to some good divinity 
school after getting their A. B. degree. I 
wonder if I ought not to advise them to go 
to some good school of business administra- 
tion after receiving their A. B. I would 
like to know. 

I wonder if I am making still another 
mistake? I have very little to do with the 
finances of my church. We have a board 
of finance and a board of trustees composed 
of up-to-date business men of the com- 
munity. They are paying me more than 
four hundred dollars more than they ever 
paid any other pastor. My check comes 
with weekly regularity. At our last annual 
meeting held a few weeks ago the treasurer 
reported that the current expenses of the 
church were in the best condition since he 
had been treasurer, which is ten years. I 
wonder if I am making a mistake by not 
taking the finances into my own hands and 
teaching these level-headed business men 
just how to finance a church? I would like 
to know. j 

I am wondering about this. Sometime 
since a friend of mine took the pastorate 
of a very successful church. At the first 
meeting with the official board he inquired 
about their finances, their condition, and 
their methods. They very kindly explained 
it all to him. Then the secretary of the 
board said, “We do not expect you to have 
anything to do with the finances or business 
of this church. We elect business men to 
office and it is their duty to look after these 
matters. You are our pastor, and you are 
to look after the spiritual interests of the 
church only.’ I wonder if these Christian 
business men were making a fatal mistake? 
I would like to know. 

I judge from the tenor of his letter that 
“Business Man” is a successful business 
man and that those who know him no doubt 
refer to him as a man connected with big 
business. He says, “I work for a business 
firm, and I know that I’ll be fired when I 
do not make things go”. He is like that 
man to whom Jesus was talking who said: 
“T am a man under authority: I say to this 
man, Go, and he goeth, and to another, 
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, 
Do this, and he doeth it.” “Business Man” 
implies that a pastor has this authority. I 
wonder if he does? I would like to know. 
I have seen it tried, and it has invariably 
resulted in a divided church and a vacant 
pulpit. I wonder why? I would like to 
know. 

I wonder if God made a mistake when 
he placed certain limitations on the Israel- 
itic priesthood which would prevent them 
from becoming business managers. I would 
like to know. I wonder if the Bible is ab- 
solutely wrong when this limitation is rec- 
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ognized all through it. I would like to 
know. I wonder if Paul knew what he 
was talking about when he gave all that 
advice to Timothy. I would like to know. 

I wonder and I wonder, and I would like 
to know. 

HuGH A. SMITH. 
Versailles, Ohio. 


Who Is to Blame? 

It is a matter of very grave importance, 
and’ it might be well to know who is to 
blame; however, so many of us are so 
guilty it would be truly difficult to impanel 
an unprejudiced jury to render a decision as 
to the nature of the sore punishment due. 

It is far better now that we decide what 
each one of us should do and that we do our 
part at once, then the curtailing of our mis- 
sionary forces (which would surely mean 
the sad loss of souls) would be entirely un- 
necessary: In fact, we can add to their 
number of we will. In the name of the King 
of kings, we are able. 

If we continue to be “lovers of pleasure” 
and the things of this vain world “more than 
lovers of God”, and if we continue to with- 
hcld what belongs to God for the conversion 
of souls—and then pretend that we have 
done our duty, then our mission work will 
have to be cut down. This is a very serious 
matter, indeed. Much more money has been 
withheld than would be needed to double 
our missionary forces and to pay cff the 
debt of The Christian Publishing Associa- 
tion. 

I have just reread the report of Secretary 
Minton and the very apt comments by the 
editor. Conditions are truly alarming; but 
by the grace of God we are able to change 
conditions to his glory and to our credit, if 
we have faith in God. and we are willing 
to obey gladly the faithful teachings of Je- 
sus as practiced by the Early Church and 
which today are being practiced in China 
by fearless, soundly converted native Chris- 
tians who value their faith in Christ more 
than they value their lives. 

Christ said, “Sell and give”. He also 
said, “If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily and follow me”, Luke 9:23. Note one 
must daily practice proper self-denial and 
save to give. ‘Whosoever doth not bear his 
cross and come after me cannot be my dis- 
ciple.” Luke 14:27. A bulk sum given once 
or twice a year is not sufficient. The tithe is 
not sufficient if the recurring needs require 
more. The true disciples of the Early Church 
even sold their possessions and gave, when 
the need was great. See Acts 4:34. Some 
may be prompted to do so today, rather than 
to permit the serious retrenchment of build- 
ings planned and holding home of mission- 
aries prepared for the field. 

What, then, is the immediate duty? 

First, have faith in God and pray—pray 
expecting help. True prayer “changes 
things.” Moody called a prayer meeting 
and money came. : 

Second, practice self-denial daily and give 
though it be a cross to do so. Every mem- 
ber of the Christian denomination should be 
kindly taught self-denial and benevolence, 
and to pray that laborers be sent to gather 
the harvest. Money will come to support 
them. 

This is not a task too great. Since so 
large a number do not read our excellent 
church papers, it is our duty to reach them 
in the main by wisely prepared circulars or 
printed folders. We must not be discour- 
aged. Yet this year if we have the faith 
and do not tire of the task, the money will 
come to carry out all the work planned by 
the mission board for the year, also money 
greatly to decrease the debt of The C. P. A. 
That this may result those in authority must 


have faith, make a venture and hold on to 
the pastors—every one of the pastors so far 
as possible, and expect of them that they do 
their duty. 

Let the president of the General Conven- 
tion declare the fact that it is the bounden 
duty of every pastor (his church clerk and 
his committees aiding), to see to it that 
every member of his charge is handed (not 
sent by mail) a circular or folder showing 
that it is the duty of every Christian to obey 
Christ the great Head of the Church and to 
practice self-denial and to give to help send 
the gospel to souls for whom he died. The 
distributors of the circulars should kindly 
explain and for immediate needs should ask 
for gifts or get promise of gift, soon. Per- 
haps one-third of our 110,000 members have 
never been kindly and personally informed 
of,these necessary duties. This or some sim- 
ilar method should be employed for special 
great needs. 

HAVE FAITH. 


A Profitable Fellowship 


The most profitable fellowship a minister 
can have is that of mingling in a conference 
with brother pastors of various denomina- 
tions and from different sections of the coun- 
try, studying together the great questions 
and problems that confrcnt the Christian 
workers of our day. Most pastors are con- 
scious of their limitatiéns and their inabil- 
ity to give out information and inspiration 
continually without going from time tc time 
to the fountain sources of information and 
inspiration. They realize that books alone 
are not enough. The contact of personali- 
ties is needed. It is one thing tc read a 
great book from a great man. It is quite a 
different thing to meet the great man per- 
sonally, and hear from his own lips the mes- 
sages that have been forged on his heart. 

Every minister needs each year to go to 
some pastors’ conference or summer school 
tc hear the Christian leaders of the day de- 
liver their lectures on the great problems of 
the hour, and to participate in the discus- 
sion groups with brother pastors, consider- 
ing together the various plans of modern 
church work. This experience is to the pas- 
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tor what the sharpening of the workman’s 
tools is to the workman. 

It has been my privilege for the past six 
years, save one, to attend the Mid-Summer 
Conference for Pastors and Religious Work- 
ers conducted at Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York City. 

The Conference for 1927 has now drawn 
to a close. It has been the best of the series 
cf seven conferences in many respects. The 
attendance was the largest, there being en- 
rolled three hundred men from twenty-eight 
States and five foreign countries, represent- 
ing eighteen different denominations and 
sixty-six different theological seminaries. 

The faculty was composed of outstanding 
leaders in their respective fields. Every lec- 
ture was a masterpiece. Each member of 
the faculty gave one evening for answering 
questions relating to his field of enquiry. It 
was a wonderful ccnference, a wonderful 
privilege, and a wonderful fellowship. I am 
sorry that there were only two from the . 
Christian denomination at the Conference— 
Dr. N. G. Newman and myself. Our pastors 
would profit greatly by attending these each 
year at Union Seminary. It is open to men 
of all denominations. 

Here the pastcrs of many of the leading 
churches in the different denominations, col- 
lege presidents, and college professors from 
all over the country, gather for two weeks 
each July to view together their common 
task in religious service. 

It would mean much to our pastcrs and 
our churches if next year a number of our 
men would avail themselves of this unique 
privilege. 

A number of the pastors who attend the 
Conference from year to year have their ex- 
penses paid by their churches, as the 
churches feel that they are so greatly bene- 
fited by having their pastors attend the Con- 
ference. The fact that some attending came 
from Califcrnia and Texas and other remote 
States shows the importance the pastors at- 
tach to this great conference for pastors and 
religious workers for men in all denomina- 
tions. 

R. C. HELFENSTEIN. 

Dover, Delaware. 


From the Field 


INDIANA 

Mooreland, July 26—May 
Day for our Ladies’ Aid, when a very im- 
pressive service was held by the society at 
the church, after which the ladies marched to 
the cemetery to pay their tributes to the de- 
parted members of the since its 
founding. In the evening of June 5, we 
held our Children’s Day Among 
the exercises which drew much attention 
was the rendering of the play, “The Flag 
That Flies Highest of All”, written by Mrs. 
Bullock in “The Journal of Christian Edu- 
cation’, on the message of the four winds. 
Rev. B. F. Summers, a returned missionary 
from India, of the Church of the Brethren, 
gave a nice talk to the chilcren. The Friends 
and Disciples churches did us the courtesy 
of dismissing their evening services that 
they might come and enjoy program—a 
courtesy which we were glad to return. — 
June 14, our missionary society observed 
Kindergarten Day, which was very well at- 
tended. — On June 24. “The Rock”, given un- 
der the auspices of the Ladies’ Aid, was put 
on in Mooreland with all local talent. On 
July 15 the play was presented at Lewisville, 
and on July 22, it was again put on in 
Hagerstown. At least half a dozen more 
invitations were in sight when, because of 
the dispersing of the cast for vacations and 
otherwise, all engagements were canceled. — 
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Hodson, was 
Sunday-school Convention at 
Indiana, June 15-17. Our young 
large numbers attended the Young People’s 
Congress of the Eastern Indiana Conference, 
June 22. Ten girls from the Live Wire Class 
of our Sunday-school attended the Bethany 
School for Girls, at Winona Lake, July 11-17; 
and next Sunday evening they are to take 
over the evening service, giving a devotional 
program entitled, “Echoes of Winona Lake”. 
— Our Daily Vacation Bible School, July 11- 
21, with an enrollment of sixty boys and 
girls between the of four and twelve, 
proved to be a big success. They presented 
their commencement program to a full house 
Thursday, July 21. The children of the 
Friends’ Daily Vacation Bible School marched 
over in a body for th's and Sun- 
day morning the children of our school re- 
turned the visit during the Sunday-school 
hour when the Friends put on their program. 
July 21 a big picnic was held for the chil- 
cren of the school. Throughout these days 
a fine spirit of fellowship prevailed between 
the two schools, with exchange of greetings, 
exchange of directors for the story hour on 
one occasion, and many other tokens of 
friéndship. — Our pastor, Rev. L. C. Fletcher, 
has been preaching a series of Sunday morn- 
ing sermons on “Twelve Studies From New 


ages 
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Testament Characters”, which series was 
changed in view of his early departure to 
several on “Stewardship and the World 
Kingdom”, the latter beginning last Sunday 
morning. The finest Christian. fellowship 
among the pastors and churches of this com- 
munity has been experienced this summer. 
Besides the union services mentioned above, 
two union prayer meetings and three union 
evening services have been held. Another 
mass meeting is to be arranged for a later 
evening service when an outside speaker well 
known in his field will address the whole 
community. — On Saturday, July 16, a cable 
came inviting our pastor to accept a posi- 
tion as teacher in Keio University, Japan. 
Both pastor and his people feel sad at the 
prospects of parting from a fellowship that 
has been so beautifully joyful, though we 
would not wish him to be deprived of the 
privilege for which he has so long been 
striving, working, and praying. Through the 
courtesy of the pastors of the Friends and 
Disciples churches, arrangements have been 
made for Brother Fletcher to preach his fare- 
well sermon to the entire community Sun- 
day afternoon, August 21, in the tabernacle. 
— August 1, Brother Fletcher and Mr. Clem 
Conway and their families will tour by auto 
to Niagara Falls, then visit Brother Fletcher's 
parents, then to Hartford, Connecticut, to 
visit Mrs. Fletcher’s parents, back by way of 
Washington, D. C., arriving here August 18. 
—Mrs. Laura Main. 


Merom, July 28—We are in the midst of a 
splendid and growing revival at the Wabash 
Church Sister Brovn is doing most of the 
preaching, and she is in favor with the Lord 
and the people. We have recently repaired 
the house and greatly beaut fied the interior, 
also improved the exterior. This house has 
been abandoned for some time, but the out- 
look now is fine for reconstructing the work. 
Notwithstanding the busy season in a farm- 
ing district, they responded and co-operated 
enthusiastically in repairing the house. Now 
they are responding spiritually. — We had 
quite an interesting appointment at New 
Hope near Greenup. Had an all-day session 
with fine attendance. A bountiful dinner 
was served on tables in a near-by grove. The 
people seemed friendly and happy. This 
church maintains a good prayer meeting. 
Brother Laverl Hutson is the superintendent 
of a live Sunday-school. This man was a 
soldier in the World War and served in the 
trenches in France. He is soundly converted 
and contemplates entering the ministry. We 
expect him to help in some meetings soon. 
There is another overseas soldier boy whom 
we hope to get into the ministry. We must 
boost young men for the ministry.—A. H. 
Bennett. 


Freedom, August 3—Sunday, July 31, was 
a red-letter day for Freedom Christian 
Church, near Wallace, Indiana. It began 
with the opening of Sunday-school at ten 
o'clock. After that interesting session was 
over, Rev. J. D. Hampton, of Advance, 
preached an inspirational sermon on “Love”. 
At the noon hour a long table was set in the 
shade, which was soon loaded with good 
things to eat, and although a large number 
ate dinner, there was plenty and to spare. 
At two o'clock the people again assembled 
in the church house and Brother Hampton 
preacied an ordination sermon, after which, 
assistec by our pastor, Rev. J. F. Gregory, 
also of Advance. he ordained Mr. Ransom 
Jackmire, deacon. The company then drove a 
few miles to Mill Creek, where Brother 
Gregory’ administered the ordinance ‘of bap- 
tism to six candidates. The benediction by 
Brother Hampden brought the day’s activ- 
ities to a close, and all felt it had been spent 
profitably for the Master. — Our church is 
progressing in the different departments, we 
are glad to welcome back to our micst two 
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families who have been in Boise City, Okla- 
homa, for some time, Deacon Jim Riden- 
baugh and wife, and their daughter, Mrs. 
Cecil Keller, husband, and son.—Dollie Cory, 
Church Clerk. 
NEW YORK 

Albany, August 1—Outings seem to be the 
watchword of the season. Nearly all the 
organizations, including the C. E. and the 
Church School, have availed themselves of 
the ,Saturday half-holidays and enjoyed a 
picnic in some near-by grove. One of the 
most enjoyable of these affairs was held July 
16, when more than fifty members and 
friends of the Candle Corps gathered at the 
McCarg home in Elsmere. — Our pastor, Rev. 
A. C. Youmans, preached a splendid series of 
sermons during July on “The Great Crises in 
the Life of the Master”. Brother Youmans 
will spend his vacation with his family near 
Freehold, New York. All services are dis- 
continued until September 11.—-Catherine E. 
Parvis, Church Clerk. 


OHIO 


Fidelity, July 30—The Daily Vacation 
Bible School of our church was the best ever 
this year. Our corps of teachers was 
strengthened mightily by the addition of 
Miss Isabel Rieseau who brought her knowl- 
edge of dramatization into play, and her class 
of intermediates gave a splendid presentation 
of “Ruth and Naomi” which was very inter- 
esting and instructive. Mrs. Ethel Scheaffer 
and Mrs. Myrtle Snell, also, were very valu- 
able additions to our corps of teachers. Their 
work was of a very high type and the chil- 
dren learned many valuable lessons from 
them. The highest attendance was on the 
last day of the school, July 29, when sixty- 
nine children were registered. Miss Mary 
Elliot, with seventeen beginners, had a real 
task in caring for all the little ones whose 
ages ranged from four to six years. More 
constructive work was done this year owing 
to the strenuous efforts of the superintend- 
ent, Miss Grace Furnas, who gave her time 
and energy unstintedly to the work. All in 
all we believe our people will not be willing 
to let a year pass without its Daily Vacation 
Bible School. On Friday evening, July 29, 
the children gave a demonstration of the 
workings and lessons of the school, and Miss 
Rieseau and Miss Hazel Sass were prevailed 
upon to give readings which were much ap- 
preciated by the school and parents and 
visitors.—S. M. Woods, Pastor. 





West Union, July 30—The Aid society and 
trustees of the West Union Church have been 
redecorating for the last few weeks and our 
church here has: ‘taken on a very bright ap- 
pearance which will surely militate to a re- 
newed interest in the services of the church 
during the new year. — Our churches voted 
us a two weeks’ vacation which we very 
much needed and for which we are very ap- 
preciative. We are looking forward to the 
new year with bright anticipations—S. M. 
Woods, Pastor. 


WASHINGTON 


Montesano, July 29—On Sunday evening, 
June 19, a memorial service for the departed 
members of the Rebekah and Odd Fellow so- 
cieties was held at our church during the 
evening service. A large representative con- 
gregation assembled and Rev. W. R. Caldwell 
preached from the text, Deut. 4:6, his im- 
pressive discourse being fully appreciated by 
all present. Misses Ruse and Repp and 
Messrs. C. and M. Canfield splendidly ren- 
dered a quartet selection. A list of the de- 
parted members of both societies was read. 
— On June 22 a wiener roast was held on the 
hill above Mrs. F. Wilder’s home, when a 
goodly number of members from our Sun- 
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day-school and church spent a very enjoy- 
able evening. — On Wednesday, June 29, a 


missionary meeting was held at the parson- 
age, a fairly good number of members being 
present. The devotional exercises completed, 
Miss Ruse read and explained the sixth chap- 
ter of our study book, “Looking Ahead With 
Latin America”. Mrs. F, Wilder gave an in- 
teresting reading and Linda L. Bastable ren- 
dered a solo. A collection was taken. Re- 
freshments brought to a close an enjoyable 
gathering. — On Sunday, July 3, the mar- 
riage of Miss Anna Laura Copeland, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Copeland, 
and Mr. Carl Jones, of Oregon, was solem- 
nized at our church, the ceremony being per- 
formed by the pastor, Rev. W. R. Caldwell. 
The Copeland family have long been asso- 
ciated with all church work here, Mr. Cope- 
land holding at present the office of junior 
deacon; and Mrs. Jones will be’ greatly 
missed at our church, having for the last two 
years been joint pianist with Miss C. Pennell. 
-— Following the custom of previous years, 
union services, with an exchange of pastors, 
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for the evening services were organized by 
five of the churches of the town, this ar- 
rangement holding good through the months 
of July and August. Accordingly so far it 
has fallen to our lot to have the spiritual 
ministrations of Rev. C. Van Marter, of the 
Methodist Church, and his excellent discourse 
on July 24 was much enjoyed by a full con- 
gregation. The singing was conducted by a 
union choir. — On Wednesday, July 27, the 
scholars, teachers, and friends of our church 
held their annual Sunday-school picnic at 
Aberdeen Auto Park. A number of our 
friends are on vacation, so the company was 
smaller than usual, but some forty persons, 
through the kindness of Rev. W. R. Caldwell, 
Mr. Ralph Fields, and Mr. C. Leavitt, were 
conveyed in cars to their destination at ten- 
thirty a. m. Luncheon was partaken of at 
noon, and all thoroughly enjoyed the splen- 
did repast provided, culminating with ice 
cream being served to all the company. The 
afternoon was spent in games and jovial fel- 
lowship, a most enjoyable time being the 
result.—Linda L. Bastable. 
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About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


tian Convention has again called her to 
serve as its field secretary, which position 
she has accepted and will take up her new 
work October 1. 

A host of friends of both the bride and 
groom will be happy to learn of the mar- 
riage on Tuesday afternoon, August 2, of 
Rev. August W. Hirby, pastor of Walnut 
Hills Christian Church, and Miss Mary 
Elizabeth Eickmeyer, a prominent member 
of the First Christian Church, where the 
ceremony was solemnized. The officiating 
minister was Rev. H. H. Short, of Hagers- 
town, Indiana, a former classmate of both 
bride and groom at Defiance College. 
Brother Hirby will complete his pastorate 
at Walnut Hills with the closing of the 
coming session of the Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence which convenes there, and plans to 
take up his work at Trotwood in September. 
Our heartiest congratulations are extended. 

We are glad to be able to give our readers 
a picture, on our first page this week, of 
the beautiful memorial erected by the mem- 
bers and friends of the Southern Christian 
Convention on the site of the Old Lebanon 
Church, Surry County, Virginia. This 
stone, which commemorates the formal or- 
ganization of the Christian Church in 
America, was dedicated July 7, 1927. It 
bears the following inscription: ‘This 
monument marks the site of the Lebanon 
Church, where the founders of the Chris- 
tian Church, who had declared for religious 
liberty and accepted the Bible as their only 
creed, on August 4, 1794, adopted the name 
Christian to the exclusion of all party or 
sectarian names.” We are also glad to be 
able to print in this issue the addresses of 
Dr. W. A. Harper and Dr. J. O. Atkinson 
which were delivered on this historic oc- 
casion. 

The International Congress of the World 
League Against Alcoholism, which will be 
held at. Winona Lake, Indiana, August 17- 
23, 1927, will be the first such international 
gathering of the League’s forces since tha 
convention at Toronto in 1922. The World 
League, which was organized in 1919 by the 
representatives of fourteen national! temper- 
ance bodies from eleven different countvics, 
now comprises fifty-six national temperance 
organizations from thirty-three diffe:ent 
countries. A great and inspiring program 
for the Winona Congress has been ar- 
ranged, and every aspect of the beverage 
liquor problem will be considered. At this 
time, when the prohibition movement in the 
United States is being assailed by the most 
determined opposition that has ever been 
launched against any human welfare move- 
ment, and when the prohibition forces in 
the rest of the world are watching eagerly 
for the success of national prohibition in 
America, it is to be hoped that all lovers of 
temperance throughout Christendom will 
attend this Congress if at all possible and 
boost it in every way they can. 
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Deaths 


Mrs. Myrtie Martin, wife of the late Frank L. 
Martin, who for many years was secretary of the 
New York Central Christian Conference, passed to 
her reward July 17, 1927, after an illness of a few 
weeks, at the age of fifty-nine years. She was a 
faithful member of the North Rush Christian Church 
since her marriage to Brother Martin. Three sons, 
all members of North Rush Christian Church, and 
two grandsons survive her. Funeral services were 
conducted from the home of a cousin, Mrs. Henry U. 
Martin, of West Htnrietta, where she was when 
taken ill, with interment at North Rush Cemetery. 
The writer officiated. J. A. Foss. 


Mrs. James S. Frost was born in 1855 and passed 
to her reward July 11, 1927, at the age of seventy- 
two years. She was married to Brother Frost, who 
was president of the New York Central Christian 
Conference for twenty-six years and is now pres:dent 
emeritus, in 1881, from which time she was a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church at North Rush, except 
nineteen years when a member of the Lakemont, 
New York, Christian Church. She served her church 
well. Besides her husband, a grandson, James Martin 
Frost, of Portland, Oregon, survives. Funeral serv- 
ices were held from the North Rush Christian Church, 
the writer officiating, assisted by Rev. J. N. Dales, of 
Lakemont, New York, with burial at North Rush 
Cemetery. J. A. Foss. 





Pheobe Ann Bayman, daughter of Daniel and 
Catherine Mishler, was born at the old homestead in 
Cleveland Township, August 10, 1857. Practically all 
her life was spent in the immediate community. She 
was united in marriage to Lewis Bayman, December 
14, 1879. This union was blessed with six children, 
two of whom preceded her in death in infancy. 
Early in life she united with the Church of the 
Brethren and later became affiliated with the Boon- 
ville Christian Church with her husband. From the 
beginning of her Christian ‘life until the close she 
remained active and very faithful. She departed this 
life July 5, 1927, aged sixty-nine years. Besides the 
children she is survived by three brothers, all of 
Cleveland Township. There remain thirteen grand- 
children and many relatives and friends. In her 
death, the family, the church, and community sus- 
tained a great loss. She was a loving companion, a 
wise and compassionate mother, and a woman of 
sterling character. The funeral sermon was by Rev. 

. V. Harris, assisted by Revs. J. M. Miller and 
J. J. Beisiegel. 7 





Chester B. Andrews, who died at the Hope Private 
Hospital in Providence, July 24, 1927, was well 
known and greatly loved all through the western 
section of his town of Coventry. He was prominent 
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as a Democratic leader, and during the fusion ad- 
ministration of the town, he was one of the most 
influential members of the Town Council. He was 
president of the Rice City Christian Church corpora- 
tion and the deacon of the church. All matters were 
referred to him for settlement. In early life he was 
an excellent carpenter, but later he started the gen- 
eral store and market at Rice City which has been 
in existence for many years. His death was very 
sudden. He was taken with acute appendicitis, and 
though an operation followed promptly he could not 
rally to fight off the poison. He is survived by his 
widow, Mary E. Andrews, a son, a daughter, a sis- 
ter, and a brother. Of strong personality, with a 
heart of rare kindness and big enough to call all 
that he met his neighbor, and a character against 
which no one could cast a slur, it can truly be said 
of him that the whole community mourns his passing. 
He is not really gone from us, however, for “To 
live in the hearts of those we love is not to die.” 
E. J. BopMAN. 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


J. S. Halfaker, Box 15, Columbus, Ohio. 

Guernsey Stephens, 517 N. Dill St.. Muncie, Indiana. 
*. E. Rockwell, 5757 ‘Woodlawn Ave., Chicago, II. 
Rev. J. R. Wiggins, Portsmouth, Ohio. 

Rev. C. E. Huff, 622 South Ninth St., Salina, Kansas. 
M. W. Butler, Conshohocken. Pa, 

H. G. Rowe, 342 S. Jefferson St., Huntington, Indiana. 
L. E. Smith, 272 East Thirty-ninth St., Norfolk, Va. 
K. Matsuno, 26 Kasumi Cho, Tokyo, Japan. 

L. E. Flewelling, Easton, Maine. 





PASTOR WANTFYN 
The Salamonia Christian Church, near Portland 
Indiana, is in need of a pastor for the coming year. 
The church prefers 2 married man, as it has a par- 
sonage. It can pay $400 for half-time nreachine. 
If interested, write to Mrs. Eva Smith, R. R. 8, Port- 
land, Indiana. 


CHURCH WANTED 

As I am not yet located for the coming year, I will 
be glad to correspond with any church or churches 
desiring pastoral service. Can begin work soon, and 
am open to supply engagements. Address: J. B. 
Speaker, 54 North Hatfield, Dayton, Ohio. 

A pastor now supplying is open to call. Corres- 
pondence is solicited. Any church or churches in- 
terested may address: A. J. G., 22 Maple Avenue, 
Gloversville, New York. 








Believing that it is the will of the Lord that I 
change fields of work for another conference year. 
I have offered my resignation in the “Gates County 
Christian Churches’, and will be glad to correspond 
with any church or group of churches. desiring my 
services for next conference year. G. A. Pearce, 
Sunbury, N. C. 





UNION CONFERENCE 
This conference will meet in its seventy-second an- 
nual session with the Bethlehem Church, in Davis 
County, Iowa, near Eldon, August 24-28, 1927. 
JOHN J. KYLE, Secretary. 
Perlee, Iowa. 





ERIE CONFERENCE 


The ninety-seventh annual session of the Erie 
Christian Conference will be held in the Draketown 
Christian Church, September 8-11, 1927. All church, 
Sunday-school, and ministers’ reports should be re- 
turned to the conference secretary before that time. 

Mrs. OPAL GREBNMAN, Secretary. 

Edinboro, Pennsylvania. 





CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 
The seventy-fifth annual session of the Central 
Illinois Christian Conference will be held September 
15 to 18 inclusive, with the Atwood Church, Atwood, 
Tilinois. 
J. T. Brooks, President, 
Farmer City, Illinois. 
Levi J. CARTER, Secretary, 
Atwood, Illinois. 





RAYS HILL AND SOUTHERN PENNSYL- 
VANIA CONFERENCE 

The Rays Hill and Southern Bennsylvania Christian 
Conference will hold its annual session of conference 
with the Clearville Christian Church, located at Clear- 
ville, Bedford County, Pennsylvania, beginning Aug- 
ust 24 and lasting over Sunday, August 28, 1927. 

All church members of this conference are re 
quested to send delegates to conference. 

H. H. Peck, Secretary. 
Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania. 





WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 
The ‘West Virginia Christian Conference will meet 
with the church at Oak Dale, Hardy County, West 











